HOCKLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Held in Hockliffe Lower School, Hockliffe

On Monday 15th March 2010
Present:

Chairman of the Parish Council – Councillor A Shadbolt and 7 local Electors.

Also Present:
N.J.Griffiths (Clerk to the Council), PC Viv Dady, Central Councillors N Costin & 


T Nicols.
49.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

Chairman of Parish Council, welcomed and reiterated purpose of Meeting and that meeting for Electorate, and to review activities in the Parish over last year.

50.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



No apologies were received.
51.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th March 2009 were read and it was



RESOLVED: that the said Minutes be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

52.
REPORT BY CHAIRMAN ON ACTIVITIES IN PARISH AND FINANCIAL REPORT OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

Cllr.  Shadbolt gave a summary of  last 12 months.  Ongoing improvements planned on the Playing Field, which should come to fruition this year.  Planning meetings/Committee system continues to work effectively.  Finances well controlled and a slight under spend noted on the year’s Precept.
53.
P.C. VIV DADY POLICE REPORT

PC Dady gave an overview of Crime in the area over the last 12 months.  Noted rural areas lower than average crime incidents.  Level of crime on average has decreased.  In rural areas most notable crime is vehicle crime and burglaries from sheds.  PC Dady referred to the crime maps at www.bedfordshire.police.uk follow the link to safer neighbourhoods, crime maps, and then choose Stanbridge and villages from the list. Once you are on the crime map page you will need to zoom into the map by clicking the plus sign on the actual map.  
54.
REPORT FROM CENTRAL CLLR N COSTIN/T NICHOLLS

Cllr. Costin reported he has/will support the Village Hall Committee to offer help in driving project forward. 
55.
PLANNING PORTFOLIO HOLDERS REPORT BY CLLR. HILL

Cllr. Hill reported 10 applications had been approved by Parish in last year.  Cllr. Hill gave an overview of the work undertaken by GAP in last year.
56.
REPORT BY CLLR. BRIARS ON PARISH FOOTPATHS

Cllr.  Briars was not in attendance but was reported by Chairman in his absence that all footpaths were in good condition with no areas to comment upon.
Chairman initials____________
57.
REPORT BY CLLR. DICKENS ON PROGRESS OF PARISH PLAN

Parish Plan was drawn in 2005 and is now due for a review.  The Hockliffe helping hands continues to flourish and reports are made in the Hockliffe Herald with relevant updates.
58.
REPORT BY CLLR. HALSALL ON IMPROVEMENTS THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT PLAYING FIELD OVER LAST 12 MONTHS AND OVERVIEW ON FUTURE PLANS FOR PLAYING FIELD

Cllr. Halsall reported no new work had taken place in last 12 months at playing field. Aim to complete current plans utilising section 106 monies and Grant by October 2010, to install a Multi Use Games area (all weather surface), Pendulum swing and footpath.
59.
REPORT BY CLLR FEDRICK - HOCKLIFFE COMMUNITY CENTRE – REPORT/UPDATE ON PRESENT POSITION

New Committee progressing and in process of producing new plans that take on board any amendments made since initial plans were approved in 2005 which are due to expire.  Parish Council review updates/progress of Committee at their usual Council meetings.
60.
TO RECEIVE REPORT ON WEST’S CHARITY

Charity continues to provide grants and as at 31/12/09 £25289 paid, made up of 109 grants.  Charity now has a Chairman that will be elected annually.  Charity has enlisted professional investment advice via Rathbones of London to ensure the Charity is obtaining maximum return on its investments.
61.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME/ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR DISCUSSION

The council was thanked for the work it has undertaken to help ensure that the speed limit on Woburn Road has finally been reduced to 30mph and widening of the bridge.
Concern expressed over problem of increasing volume of Lorries passing through the village at speed and the impact it has to village and to properties on the A5 itself.  Local resident Simon Allsop expressed concern and impact on his property.  Discussion on issue of speeding/volume of Lorries notably since Leighton Buzzard imposed lorry ban in town.  Parish Council to write to Highways authorities/DoT to register concern, request for speed limit reduction on A5 from 40mph to 30mph and notably when A5 bypass comes into being a lorry ban through the village.
DATED this
  
day of

March

2010

CHAIRMAN

