Hockliffe Parish Council – Annual Report for the year ending 31st March 2009

	Your Councillors for Hockliffe Parish Council are: - 
	 
	 

	Cllr Alan Shadbolt (Chairman) 07711 376702 

20a Whitehorse Close, Hockliffe.
	 
	Alan.shadbolt@southbeds.gov.uk

	Cllr Paul Dickens (Vice Chairman) 01525 210210 

Hockliffe Grange, Hockliffe
	 
	 

	Cllr Billy Hill 01525 210214

Goose Lodge, Goose Green, Hockliffe
	 
	 

	Cllr Peter Briars 01525 210377

3 Whitehorse Close, Hockliffe
	 
	 

	Cllr David Coleman 01525 211112

4 Church Lane, Hockliffe
	 
	 

	Cllr David Halsall 01525 211661

43 Whitehorse Close, Hockliffe
	 
	 

	Cllr Richard Fedrick 01525 211284

8 Church Lane, Hockliffe
	 
	 

	Clerk to the Council: 
	 
	 

	Mrs Nicola Griffiths 01525 222809

12 Eatongate Close, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 2HB 
	 
	hockliffe.pcclerk@virgin.net


Summary of Accounts for Year Ending 31st March 2009

	Statement of Accounts
	Yr ending 31.3.2009
	

	Balances Brought fwd
	26767.81
	Total bal & reserves at beginning of yr as recorded in the council's financial records

	(+) Annual Precept
	13200.00
	Total precept income recd for yr

	(+) Total other receipts
	37603.96
	Total income/receipt minus precept

	(-) Staff Costs
	3566.12
	Salary/wages/Ni/Pension and related exp

	(-) Loan interest/capital rpymt
	6.28
	Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest made in yr on council borrowings

	(-) Total other payments
	9997.24
	Total expenditure or pymts recorded in cashbook minus staff costs and loan int/cap

	(=) Balances cfwd
	64002.13
	Total balances and reserves at end of year

	Total cash investments
	64002.13
	Sum of all Current and Deposit Bank Accounts, Cash and Investments as at 31.3.2009 as agreed to Bank reconciliation.

	Total fixed assets and long term assets
	81705.26
	The recorded current book value as at 31.3.2009 of all fixed assets owned by the Council

	Total borrowings
	33.38
	Outstanding Capital as at 31.3.2009 of all loans from third parties


	BALANCES IN HAND AS AT 1ST APRIL 2008
	£26767.81

	INCOME RECEIVED YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2009
	

	Precept levied for 2008/2009
	£13200.00

	Interest and other income 
	         £1120.01

	VAT Refund – From Play area improvements*
	 £166.25

	VAT Refund - general
	 £568.70

	Section 106 Monies received 11/2008
	£35749.00

	TOTAL INCOME RECEIVED
	£77571.77

	
	

	BREAKDOWN OF EXPENDITURE
	

	Expenditure year ending 31st March 2009 – breakdown below ****
	11854.53

	Parish Plan Grant – Spent 
	25.00

	VAT paid out and refunded  - not shown in expenditure below
	568.70

	VAT due
	5.16

	Section 106 Monies Spent
	1427.00

	VAT on Section 106 monies
	166.25

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	£14046.64

	
	

	Bank Balance Forecast 1st April 2009
	63525.13

	Plus unpresented cheque 000921
	477.00

	ACTUAL BALANCE IN HAND 1ST APRIL 2009 
	£64002.13

	
	

	Detailed Breakdown of Expenditure year ending 31st March 2009
	

	Parks and Open Spaces
	

	Maintenance - Cemetery/Village Green
	£1800.00

	Play Area maintenance
	£630.00

	Churchyard/Hedgerows
	£300.00

	Public Area/Playing Field routine maintenance - grass cutting/hedge cutting/weed spraying
	£378.00

	Public Area/Playing Field including tree work – maintenance/repairs/improvements
	£823.09

	Play Area Inspection - ROSPA
	£936.00

	Parish Signs and Notice boards
	£147.75

	Litter Collection
	£0.00

	Playing Field Assoc
	£20.00

	Administration
	

	Clerk Training/books
	£0.00

	Clerk Salary & Allowances
	£3446.27

	Post/copies/Stationery
	£312.97

	Beds Ass Parish Councils
	£131.00

	Audit Fees
	£340.00

	Insurance
	£1076.80

	Hire of Meeting Room
	£237.50

	Section 137 Hockliffe Helping Hands
	£250.00

	Hockliffe Herald
	£953.87

	Charitable Donations
	£30.00

	Cemetery – Burial Loan
	6.28

	Data Protection Act Registration
	35.00

	Sub total ****
	£11854.53


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – MARCH 2009

I have had assurances that following residents complaint they are going to carry out major repairs to the footpath on the northern side of the A5.

Following on from last year’s use of the Parish Partnership money the remainder of Birches Close has now been resurfaced and subject to funds continuing under Central Bedfordshire Council it is proposed that the next paths to be resurfaced will be Ninelands.

Work is progressing albeit at a slower rate at Waddingtons, and the site has been cleared at the Manor Garage site but it is not expected that building will commence in the foreseeable future. 

On the subject of housing it is my understanding that the saga of East Leighton Buzzard is still ongoing with the plans expected before development management committee in April. There is also the outstanding application for sand quarrying still to be determined. 

Following renewed requests for assistance on the Community Hall project it is pleasing to report that there is now a new committee in place and they are investigating the way forward. 

Last year saw our precept rise by £400 and I am pleased to report that we have managed to keep within our budget, and anticipate that at year-end we will have a small underspend.

On the subject of local government as you are by now aware at the end of this month South Bedfordshire District Council and Bedfordshire County Council disappear to be replaced by a new unitary Council Central Bedfordshire on April 1st.

Their first task was to set the precept for the coming year and they have managed to keep the rise down to 2.5%, with no reduction in services, which in the current climate is very commendable. Checking my bill (band c) from last year this is an increase of £34.69 or £0.66 per week

The West Charity has performed well in the financial market and has been able to give approx. £20k to the youth of Hockliffe and Chalgrave. Over the last 12 months.

The VAS signs are still not performing as we would like – the Southern one has been reinstalled after a road traffic accident but is not yet working at all whilst the Northern one reacts only when cars are on top of it. Your Parish Council is still liaising with the Highways Agency to try and improve their efficiency.

The Parish Council has submitted requests for 3 plans to be included in the 5-year plan.

1. Installing a bridge and footpath along the Leighton Road.

2. Moving the 40 mph limit back on Leighton Road to the village boundary.

3. Installing a bridge on the Woburn Road. 

We have finally received the report on the speed limit review on Woburn Road and last Monday I met with an officer from Bedfordshire Highways to go through the results. Amazingly the average speed of cars when reaching the 40 mph sign going out of the village was 42mph and coming into the village was only 37.7 mph. (This was on a volume of 4000 plus cars).

However the good news is that the County is now examining the possibility of moving the 40 mph limit further up the Woburn Road and reducing the existing 40 mph to 30 mph. I have also requested that they install a speed indicator sign.

Alan Shadbolt

Chairman - Hockliffe Parish Council. 

Council Meetings

The Council usually meets on the second Monday in alternative months (January, March, May etc).  All meetings are held at Hockliffe Lower School, Woburn Road, Hockliffe.  Meetings commence at 7.30pm and the first 15 minutes members of the Public are invited to address the Council, which gives opportunity for them to raise issues or comments on items to be discussed by Councillors.  Copies of the Agenda are posted in Hockliffe Post Office, Watling Street at least 3 working days before any meeting.

Planning Meetings are open to the public to ensure you can see how any decisions are reached.  As a Parish we receive applications on a very ad hoc basis but any Meetings are held on the second Monday of the month and Agenda’s are posted at least 3 clear working days before any Meeting. 
The Council is keen to communicate with the Parish and as such tries to keep you up to date with progress via the Hockliffe Herald.  Additionally the village web site at www.hockliffe.net is updated with information or if you do not have access to the Internet, the Clerk is a valuable point of reference.  

Nicola Griffiths

Clerk to Hockliffe Parish Council

