HOCKLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

 Held at Hockliffe Lower School,

Woburn Road on Monday 19th May 2008

Present:

Councillor A. Shadbolt (Chairman) 

Councillors P.J. Briars, W Hill, D. Coleman, D. Halsall, R Fedrick.

Also Present:
N. J. Griffiths (Clerk to the Council).




County Councillor R. Goodwin


Number of Local Electors Present:  2
Public Session:
Concern expressed regarding area/condition of bench on corner of Leighton Rd.  Council will keep in mind when undertaking further improvements to Playing Field.  School has asked for guidance in relation to funding for a Play group attached to school.  Cllr.  Shadbolt will investigate with District Council.
2051.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr.  Shadbolt was proposed and seconded as Chairman for the forthcoming year:

RESOLVED: that Councillor Shadbolt be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year and signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office

2052.
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENSE

Apologies were received from Cllr. P Dickens who was out of Country.

2053.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Cllr.  Dickens was proposed and seconded as Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year. 

RESOLVED: that Councillor Dickens be elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.

2054.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ANY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA


No declarations of interest were received.  

2055.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER CANDIDATES FO CASUAL VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR AND PROCEED WITH CO-OPTION AND RECEIVE ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE


There was 1 candidate for vacancy.

RESOLVED:  Mr. Richard Fedrick be co-opted with immediate effect and signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office.


Clerk to complete all other necessary paperwork and liaise with District Council.



2056.
APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:  Cllrs. Hill, Briars, Dickens and Coleman elected as members of Planning Committee.  

Chairman ints_____________________

2057.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED:  Cllr. Hill re-elected as Parish Council representative to Residents Association.   Cllr. Shadbolt representative to Wests Charity.

2058.
TO CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 10TH MARCH 2008 (COPY PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED).

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2008 were received and it was

RESOLVED: that the said Minutes be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

2059.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 10th MARCH 2008 – INFORMATION ONLY 

1742. – SPEEDING MOTORIST UPDATE. VAS  - Speed data due end of May 2008. 

Speed Limit review in Woburn Rd - Hockliffe (2008/9) – remains diarised. 

Carillion’s review of A5 – sent to Highways Agency in March 2008 - at A5/Tebworth Rd junction proposed 1m hatched strip on east side, north of junction so southbound traffic directed away from give way line at Tebworth - If funding secured would be implemented 2009/10 – awaiting update.

1987. – COMMUNITY CENTRE – advert for volunteers due in June edition of Hockliffe Herald.

1992 - DOG WASTE - bin in Goose Green/Church Lane – now repaired.


2028.
NINELAND – Damaged fencing in Ninelands.  Cllr Shadbolt to chase District Council.


2041. - UPDATE TO ENABLE COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ERECTION OF PLINTH AT MILLER AND CARTER RESTAURANT- New signage has White Hart name.


2045. - REQUEST BY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION FOR PARISH COUNCIL TO PURSUE REQUEST FOR FOOTPATH/BRIDGE ON LEIGHTON BUZZARD ROAD - Cllr. Shadbolt reported on estimated costs of bridge/footpath.  In order to obtain funding need to conduct survey to establish likely usage of any path.  Hockliffe Herald to be used for this purpose.

2060.
TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT AND NOTIFICATION OF EVENTS THAT MAY NEED POLICE ATTENDANCE


Reported P.C. Viv Dady would like to hold a Police Surgery in the village on Saturday 14.00 at 


School Hall.  Opportunity to introduce new PCSO Sean Mapp – waiting further details.

2061.
COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS – TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GOODWIN


Update on Unitary Council and overview on housing East of Leighton Buzzard and Green Belt.

2062.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ADOPTING REVIEWED/AMENDED STANDING ORDERS ORIGINALLY ADOPTED IN NOVEMBER 2005 – ALREADY CIRCULATED FOR CONSIDERATION 


Review undertaken of Standing Orders with minor amendments/updates made.  Copies circulated 


to all Councillors for consideration.

RESOLVED: Amended Standing Orders adopted.

Councillors reminded to retain amended copy with Code of Conduct and destroy old copy.

Chairman ints._____________________

2063.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER IF REVIEW NECESSARY BY SETTING UP A WORKING GROUP TO REVIEW EXISTING FINANCIAL REGULATIONS ADOPTED IN NOVEMBER 2005

RESOLVED: No review of Financial Regulations considered necessary adopted in November 2005.

2064.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ADOPTING REVIEWED/AMENDED RISK ASSESSMENT DOCUMENT ORIGINALLY ADOPTED 8TH MAY 2006 – DETAILS ALREADY CIRCULATED. REVIEW INSURANCE PROVISION AND LEVEL OF FIDELITY GUARANTEE – DETAILS CIRCULATED.

Risk Assessment Document reviewed and amended, utilising detailed guidance notes provided by new External Auditors BDO Stoy Hayward.  Document previously circulated to all Councillors for consideration.

RESOLVED:  Amended Risk Assessment document adopted.

Chairman commented on revised document and thanked the Clerk on behalf of the Council.

Annual review of Insurance policy undertaken as detailed in risk assessment document.  Clerk provided update on quotes for insurance provision having considered risk/cost/excess.  Further details provided on Fidelity Guarantee in line with new External Auditors guidance.  

RESOLVED:  Insurance to be renewed with Allianz Insurance and increase Fidelity Guarantee to £35000.

Clerk updated Council on review of Asset Register and position regarding Skate Park valuations/insurance provision, for Council to consider, further information to be provided at next meeting when up to date valuation obtained.

2065.
RECEIVE FINANCIAL REPORT ON YEAR 2007/2008. COMPLETE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR ANNUAL RETURN, COUNCIL TO CONFIRM ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT.  DETAILS ALREADY CIRCULATED AND SYSTEM OF INTERNAL CONTROL REVIEWED IN JANUARY 2008

Clerk gave report on income and expenditure for year ending 31st March 2008 previously circulated.  Clerk to display statutory notices and provide proper opportunity for the exercise of elector’s rights in accordance with statutory requirements.

Council has received Notice of Audit from BDO Stoy Hayward that needs to be submitted by 13th June 2008. Annual Return - Statement of Account and Annual Governance Statement completed, with Internal Audit carried out 2nd May 2008.  Internal Auditor provided written feedback on internal audit, Council fully briefed, no areas of concern or action noted.  Internal control checklist utilised throughout year to ensure adequate and effective system of internal audit and internal control maintained by Council.

RESOLVED: Council has reviewed effectiveness of Internal control/Audit of its Accounting records and systems.

RESOLVED: Chairman signed Statement of Accounts to confirm accounts approved by the Council and signed Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the Council as confirmation that all requirements and regulations been met.  

Chairman ints._____________________

2066.
PLAYING FIELD – UPDATE ON DEBRIS CLEARANCE AND MAINTENANCE OF PLAYING FIELD ALONG WITH AREAS HIGHLIGHTED IN RECENT ROSPA REPORT INCLUDING REMOVING BMX TRACK.  COUNCIL TO CONSIDER FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO PLAYING FIELD TO ENABLE WRITTEN PROPOSALS TO BE SENT TO SBDC FOR SECTION 106 MONIES.  REVIEW OF MONTHLY CHECKLIST/WEEKLY SPOT CHECKS. UPDATE ON ROSPA INSPECTION.

Cllr Shadbolt updated Council on efforts to remove Debris and cost implications.  Council will re-review the position in conjunction with Phase 3 improvements planned for Playing field - no action in the short term. Noted that the grass and perimeter of playing field need attention, Clerk to contact Reyvens.

Work highlighted in Rospa report - Gates - risk of entrapment removed, rubber stops to be fitted to main entrance gates. Teen Shelter secured.  Multiplay equipment and Wheeled Sports notice to be attended to as detailed in Rospa report.

Costing for removal/relocation of BMX track as discussed at previous meetings presented to Council along with letter from Youth Club requesting equipment sold and proceeds used for future play area improvements.

RESOLVED: Council to proceed with removal/store locally of BMX track as per Playworld quotation of £950.00.

Clerk to liaise with Beds Playing Fields Association.

Proposals/ideas for next tranche of section 106 monies presented by Cllr. Halsall for consideration to be submitted to SBDC to enable release of funds into Parish Account.

RESOLVED: Council agreed with proposals for 3rd phase of improvements to Playing Field to enable Clerk to advise District Council of plans for section 106 funding.

Monthly Checklist for March/April completed, highlighted areas Council already aware of and in hand/under review.
2067.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH FOOTBALL CLUB, WHICH IS DUE FOR RENEWAL IN JULY 2008 – RATES TO BE REVIEWED.

Football Club contract/rates due for renewal in July 2008.  Football Club provided Council with estimate of costs incurred for Changing rooms – electric/water.


RESOLVED: To charge £10 per game, that would be payable annually by 31st March.

Contract to be redrawn to present to Football Club.

2068.
BURIAL GROUND, CHURCHYARD AND VILLAGE GREEN – REVIEW MAINTENANCE.  
Clerk reported internment of Ashes for the late Ronald George Mellor and Mrs. Eileen Dorothy Aldous.

Concern expressed regarding maintenance of Churchyard - Clerk to contact Phil Allen.  Clerk to draw up schedule of works to assist with monitoring of maintenance.

Noted a problem with waste being placed in wrong bins, Clerk to contact District Council to see if can obtain notices.

Chairman ints._____________________

2069.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDAIONS FOR PARISH PARTNERSHIP SCHEME 2008/9 AND SUBMIT REQUEST – DETAILS PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED


Council considered options.

RESOLVED: Request for a Speed indicator sign for Woburn Road.  If this is not within the scheme, request funding to be used to continue resurfacing pathways in Birches close.
2070.
UPDATE ON DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS & PLANNING ISSUES   UPDATE ON SBDC ISSUES AND OPTIONS CONSULTATION REPORT AND COUNCIL TO CONSIDER PROPOSED RESPONSE TO MD50 – LAND AT CLIPSTONE – DETAILS ALREADY CIRCULATED

Notification received from District Council:

SB/TP/07/0879 – Land off Augustus Rd, Hockliffe – Erection of 4 Attached Dwellings – Granted.

SB/TP/08/0127 – 9 Church Lane, Hockliffe – retention of calor gas tank – Granted.

SB/TP/08/0088 – 2 The Barns, White Horse Cl, Hockliffe – Erection of carport – Granted.

SB/tp/08/0001 – 10 The Blackbirds, Watling St, Hockliffe – Erection of rear conservatory – Granted.

Draft responses already circulated to Councillors for consideration.  SBDC Issues & Options Consultation Report, Council discussed proposed response 

RESOLVED: Proposed response to be sent to District Council and copy sent to A Selous MP

MD50 Land at Clipstone – Minerals & Waste Consultation.



RESOLVED: Proposed response to be sent to Beds County Council.

2071.
CONFIDENT COMMUNITIES FUND – COUNCIL TO RECEIVE UPDATE IN CONNECTION TO BOBBY VAN SCHEME AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND DISCUSS WAY FORWARD.

Clerk now received further details to progress this initiative.  Bobby Van Scheme for 24 eligible households – Council to provide names and addresses with necessary consent to progress this.

Cllr. Coleman and Cllr. Fedrick to provide list to Clerk as soon as possible.

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme needs to be promoted and will use support of Area Coordinator to do this with view to promoting initiative in June edition of Hockliffe Herald.  Once advertised initiative and established what is already in place in Hockliffe Council will consider way forward.

2072
COUNCIL TO PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON REWARD SCHEME TO DETECT CRIMINAL DAMAGE BY DISTRICT COUNCIL – DETAILS ALREADY CIRCULATED

Details already circulated.  Feedback to District Council that Councils supports initiative in principle but would need more details on cost implications and practicalities of scheme.

2073.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION FOR A LITTERBIN ON VILLAGE GREEN BY CHURCH

Letter received from Residents Association requesting a Litter bin placed on Church Green.  Clerk to contact District Council to establish feasibility and costs involved

Chairman ints._____________________

2074.
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE – INFORMATION ONLY

DUNSTABLE MEDICAL CENTRE CONSULTATION – runs from 6th May to 29th July 2008, details circulated to Councillors and meeting a Queensbury School in Dunstable on 3rd June.  

BEDFORDSHIRE BUGLE – May Edition circulated to all Councillors.

NEW COUNCILLOR INDUCTION TRAINING – Cllr Fedrick to attend on 2nd July 2008.

BANK ACCOUNT – Notification received of revised tariff wef 2.6.2008, whereby Council will incur transaction charges. Clerk to review options - will have impact on budget heading/provision.

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURES – White Horse Close, Order for 1 day between 19th May 2008 and 31st July 2008 between 7.30am and 6.00pm to enable resurfacing works.

INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD REVIEW 2007 – available to view www.idbs.org.uk
SOUTH BEDS RURAL CONFERENCE – to be held 11th October 2008 – details to follow.

LETTER FROM AUDIT COMMISSION – Confirming appointment of BDO Stoy Hayward as new External Auditors for financial years 2007/8 to 2011/12.

CORE STRATEGY COMMUNITY FORUM EVENT – Strathmore Hotel, Luton. Luton & South Beds Joint Committee 3 workshops running over 22nd to 23rd May – details already circulated.

CODE OF CONDUCT LOCAL ASSESSMENT OF COMPLAINTS – letter from SBDC reiterating importance of understanding/complying to Code of Conduct. Stressed any members who haven’t already done so to attend next training event.  Clerk will keep members informed.

2075.
TO RECEIVE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.  TO RECEIVE STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO BUDGETS AND BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES.



RESOLVED: that the following accounts be paid and cheques drawn accordingly.

RESOLVED:  Work as a result of meeting with Rospa inspector of £936.00 – shortfall in budget heading to be vired from reserves/unused budget allocated in year 2007/8 – Litter bin installation not charged £420.00 and unused Election 2007 provision £296.








£


Public Works Loan Board (PWLB)






3.15



(Burial Loan paid by Direct Debit – National Loans Act 1968S3)


Bedfordshire County Council – Planning Mtg 4/08 & Council Mtg 5/08 

37.50



(Hire of School – Parish Council Meeting - LGA 1972 – section 134)




Bedfordhire County Council – Parish Plan Meeting




25.00


(Hire of School – LGA 1972 section 134)

N J Griffiths








481.46



(Salary Apr/May – LGA 1972 Section 112)

N J Griffiths








17.04



(Expenses – Stamps/stationery – LGA 1972 Section 111))

Chairman ints._____________________
P J Allen Garden Maintenance




          
 
600.00



(Churchyard/Village Green – Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)

Fleur De Lys Building Services






587.50

Repair entrance gates and secure Teen shelter as per 

Report - 
(Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)






Reyvens (Sportsfield) Ltd
      
606.30



(Maintenance/fertilize Playing Field –Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)



Prontaprint

235.82



(Hockliffe Herald – LGA 1972 sec 142)


Beds RCC                                                                                                                

30.00



(Annual Membership -  LGA 1972 sec 143)

Beds Association of Town and Parish Councils

131.00



(Annual Membership – LGA 1972 sec 143)


Allianz Insurance      

1076.80
                                                                              



(Annual Insurance renewal –LGA 1972 sec 112-119)


R Foster


55.00



(Internal Audit – ACA 1998 sec 3)


Mid Beds Fencing

352.50



(Repair Gate as per Rospa report - Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)




John Woollison Ltd




(Affix crests to notice boards – LGA 1972 sec 144)

112.80


Chalgrave Parish Council



(Annual GAPP subscription - LGA 1972 sec 143

50.00


Play safety Ltd




(Annual Rospa Inspection/report - Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)

159.80


Stocksigns Ltd

60.80



(Safety sign on Wheeled play Area as advised by Rospa –


 Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)



Clerk provided overview of Income and Expenditure to budgets year to date.  Bank Account 

balances as at 2nd May 2008 are General Account £7691.33 and Bonus Saver Account  £25693.48.

2076.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

It was agreed that this be held on Monday 14th July 2008.

DATED this
14th 
day of

July          
2008.

CHAIRMAN
