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                                                     Hockliffe               Parish 
Council


Minutes January 2011
Hockliffe Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 17th January 2011 at 7.30pm at Hockliffe Lower School, Hockliffe 
	2370
	INTRODUCTION OF PROCEEDINGS
Present: Chairman Shadbolt, Cllrs Briars, Coleman, Fedrick. In attendance: Sara Crann – Parish Clerk, CB Cllrs Costin and Nichols and 2 electors. PCSO Walker.
Apologies For Absence: were received from Cllrs Dickins (joined late in the meeting) and Halsall
Declaration of Interest: No declarations of interest were expressed.
PUBLIC FORUM 
No matters raised in the Public Forum.
	Action / Reporting

	2371
2372

2373
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM  NOVEMBER 2010
Resolved: The PC resolved to sign the minutes as a true account of proceedings.

ADOPTION OF THE 2011/12 PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET

Resolved: The PC resolved to adopt the budget as presented to the Parish Council by the Clerk.

SETTING OF THE 2011/12 PRECEPT

Resolved: The PC resolved that there would be no increase in the precept and it would remain at £13400 and that unallocated reserves be used to meet the additional expected expenditure of approximately £2k.
	All
All

All

	2340
2341

2342

2343

2346

2366.5

2366.6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


	MATTERS ARISING  For information only

Church Repairs – S106 funds towards church repairs via church being a community facility.
It was confirmed that CBC would not allow the transfer of S106 monies set aside for the Village Hall to the Church as it is not sufficiently used as a community facility. Item to be removed from Agenda.
Recreation Grounds Improvements / maintenance – break in took place at the changing rooms at Kilby Road, the doors have new combination locks and lockable bolts. 
Hockliffe Village Hall - review of the legal agreement: Cllr Dickens reported a basic agreement had been produced but the committee sought advice and it was agreed that a peppercorn rent would be payable to the Parish Council and should the village hall make profits rent would be payable to the Parish Council at Commercial Rates.
Hockliffe Lions Utility Costs: It was agreed the PC would leave sorting the utility costs to the Hockliffe Lions until the new council is in place and then would bring the changing room maintenance / running’s internally to the Parish Council for management in May.
Street Watch Empowerment: The PC agreed this item would come off the agenda and that publicity for Neighbourhood Watch would be carried out at the May meeting.
Allotment Request: The Clerk spoke with the land owner of the field by the church and the site of the old allotments, he did not feel that the area would be suitable as there is a steep road to the area and a lack of parking, he did suggest an area of land near the small industrial estate on the A5 but there would be no parking and access would have to be across a small brook, he was also uncertain about the quality of the soil and there would be no water on site. To date the Parish Council have had three written requests for allotments.  
He suggested I contact the owner of the industrial park who may have a more appropriate piece of land, Clerk needs the contact details for this gentleman. 
Other locations were discussed including the pony field at Kilby Road, the main issue of the village is that a large proportion of clay soil within the village.
Cllr Shadbolt informed the PC that they are not obliged to provide allotments until 6 people have requested them.

Action: Cllr Dickens to put an item in the next Hockliffe Herald.
Shah Group – Advertising / car parking: The PC received a letter of complaint from John Gilbey: “ I have attached a web page that I discovered today http://directory.independent.co.uk/company/shaah-group/7086736.  This could possibly bear out that the whole place is a front for scrap sales.  As can be seen the second comment states that “the paperwork you sign says the car is for parts only”.
Each passing day the site becomes more of an eyesore.  The ramshackle construction on the side of the building is in tatters, the car in the photo that I originally sent has been cannibalised further, other cars are standing with windows and bonnets open, I claim shows that their main interests are not car sales but recycling.  This site is showing all the signs, as I mentioned previously, of becoming a “Waddingtons” dumping ground adjacent a Green Belt area.”

Reply from PC Dady: “I went to speak with Mr. Syed Shaah on Thursday evening (02/12/10) and he is aware of the problem and does not wish to cause issues with his neighbours. He has promised to give the matter immediate attention and we agreed on one week for him to arrange for visiting vehicles to be provided with car parking space within his compound and away from the main road. I believe that the grassed area inside the barriers is not part of the highway and therefore any untaxed vehicles are not an issue. If the vehicles are parked on the pavement and untaxed we will take action and I have tasked the PCSO’s to make regular checks regarding this, and we will deal with any offending vehicles accordingly. Mr Shaah is aware that if he continues to allow his customers to block the pavement on a regular basis then we will have no choice but to issue tickets to offending vehicles and he wants to avoid this. I will speak with Mr Shaah and re-assess the situation and I hope to be able to up-date you with the information that the issue has been fully resolved within the next couple of weeks. “
Cllr Shadbolt reported that an Enforcement Officer from CBC has visited the site which shows they are operating illegally. Mr Shah is to submit a planning application for the change of use. Mr Shah has also stopped cars being parked behind the barrier and has created customer car parking inside the premises.
	Clerk/Shadbolt
Clerk

Dickens
Shadbolt
Shadbolt

Shadbolt / Clerk

Shadbolt / Clerk

	2373
2364.1
2373.1

2373.2
	 HIGHWAY MATTERS
Traffic Light Adjustment – The Clerk reported the timing of the A5 phasing to the Highways Authority and is awaiting confirmation that works have been carried out. The PC confirmed the lights are correctly phased now and item is to be removed from the agenda.
Vehicular Access Issues Birches Close: Complaint received from Mr Eddies, the owner of 2 Birchs Close. He has a dropped kerb at his house, installed properly with permission from the Council. His next door neighbour keeps using his dropped kerb to gain access by car and van to his, the neighbour’s, property. At that part of Birchs Close (close to the A5), there is a 4ft wide grass verge followed by a 2 to 3ft wide pavement. His neighbour drives from the road across Mr Eddles's dropped kerb (ie towards his drive) and than at the last moment turns to the left across part of the grass verge and pavement so that he can drive into his own front garden. Item has been reported to CBC on report number: 139811.
Works to Goose Green Bridge: CBC emailed to inform the PC of some forthcoming site work to take place at Goose Green Bridge, which carries the UC241 Goose Green over Clipstone Brook. The works are to replace the existing deteriorating masonry retaining wall with a reinforced concrete wall. They had previously contacted the PC in August to inform you of the planned works. The scheme has been delayed slightly due to contractor availability but the start date for the site work has now been programmed for Monday 24th January, with an expected duration of three weeks. However, this may be dependant upon successful consultation with the adjacent landowner. I will inform you if there are any further delays. A narrowed road with a priority system will be used throughout key stages of the construction. Every attempt will be made to limit disruption to road users and residents of Church End during the works.


	Dickens

Shadbolt / Clerk
Clerk

	2374
2374.1

	CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE MATTERS

Central Bedfordshire Councillors Report  - no CBC Councillors present, Cllr Shadbolt reported that work is still being continued on the final budget due for publication on the 24th February.

	Costin/Nichols


	2375
2375.1

2375.2

2375.3

2375.4

2375.5


	VILLAGE MATTERS

Planning Application Update
CB/10/04372/FULL – Fleur De Lys, Watling Street -  Conversion and extension of barn to form annexe, garage, store and stable.

Resolved: The Planning Committee resolved not to make any comment on this planning application.

CB/10/04514/FULL – Hockliffe Lower School – Erection of single storey infill extension and canopy entrance.

Resolved: The Planning Committee resolved to support this application

Village Bus Services – Cllr Shadbolt reported that Service 69 is under threat and maybe withdrawn. Initial conversations with Grant Palmer is they may cover the service.
Cemetery Internment M Crane: An internment of ashes took place on 1st December 2011, this was a re-opening of a cremation plot and appropriate fee has been paid.
New Cemetery Regulations: The Clerk sent the proposed new regulations to the PC ahead of the meeting. The regulations are more thorough and meet current legislation.
Resolved: The PC adopted the new regulations as presented by the Clerk. Clerk to use for any new internments. 
Issues with Cemetery Plans / Archives: The Clerk carried out a cemetery inspection and topple test with Cllr Briars. It became apparent that a column of graves was not plotted on the cemetery map. Also, Grants of Exclusive Rights for burial are not in the Parish Council archives for cremation plots and for reserved plots. A topple test was carried out and one stone in the cemetery was laid down. A notice will be placed in the Hockliffe Herald and the family try to be traced to notify them. 
Action: Clerk to review fee structure and carry out a full site survery with Cllr Briars.
	Planning Comm.
Shadbolt

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	2376
2376.1
	POLICE MATTERS

Police Report: The last report received from PC Dady was in email format on 19th November 2010.
PCSO Liz Walker reported crimes stats up to the end of December: 1 theft of a motor vehicle, 11 burglaries – other buildings and 1 possession of cannabis.

Parking at corner of Whitehorse Close – PCSO Walker said if she had the registration plate details of the problem vehicles she would talk to them.

PCSO Walker informed the PC that she has property marking kits which she could bring to a Parish Council meeting. The Clerk suggested that at the March APM the meeting is started earlier and that members from the Safer Neighbourhood Team and also Neighbourhood Watch are invited and plenty of publicity to try and engage the community.

Resolved: The PC supported the Clerks idea, Clerk to liase with PCSO Walker to arrange the necessary paperwork etc.
	PCSO Walker


	2377
2377.1

2377.2

2377.3

2377.4

2377.5

2377.6


	 ADMINISTRATION

Finance Report
Hockliffe Parish Council 

Cash Book Summary 2010/11

Expenditure

VAT

 £                         3,441.24 

Parks/OS

 £                       22,268.06 

Administration

 £                         6,100.50 

Parish Plan

 £                                   -   

Sec 157

 £                              20.00 

Cemetery

 £                               6.26 

Misc

 £                         3,000.00 

TOTAL YTD

 £                       34,836.06 

Income

Cemetery

 £                              17.00 

Hockliffe Herald

 £                              52.00 

pitch Rental

 £                            350.00 

Bank Interest

 £                            242.89 

VAT

 £                         2,758.67 

Precept

 £                       13,400.00 

Grants

 £                                   -   

TOTAL YTD

 £                       16,820.56 

Cheques for payment: 
1034

 A Shadbolt 

 £     107.24 

1035

 P Allen 

 £  1,640.00 

1036

 Wickstead Playscapes 

 £14,989.49 

1037

 Huntree Fencing 

 £  5,161.78 

1038

 MR Clarke 

 £     195.00 

1039

 D J Granger 

 £     299.63 

1040

 S Crann 

 £     652.56 

1041

 Central Bedfordshire Council 

 £      25.00 

Balance of Parish Councils Bank Accounts - Current Account  £7618.49 / Savings Account  £57920.45
Inter Account Transfer of £50k until Wren grant is transferred to the Savings Account: The inter account transfer took place on 17/01/2011 by the Clerk through Business Banking to cover the cheque payments raised for Kilby Road. The grant claim from Wren will go back into the Savings Account in two / three weeks upon receipt of the claim form..
VAT Rebate – The Clerk claimed £2536.52 which has been credited in to the current account and appears on the Finance Report. A further claim will be made by the Clerk when all the MUGA invoices have arrived.
Natwest Safety Deposit Procedures – amendment – as of 1st April the Natwest will allow no new deposits and any existing documents that are withdrawn must be deposited within two weeks of their withdrawal.
	Clerk
All
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	2378
	Correspondence Received 
 RBL Great Party Poppy Weekend, Mark Joseph – re: Memorial bench for the late Mandy Jones – letter of thanks which will be placed in the Hockliffe Herald.
	info

	
	Other Matters – For information only
Advance notice of Clerks Annual Leave – The Clerk will be out of the country from the 9th April to 23rd April inclusive. Cllr Shadbolt will have any post in relation to the elections forwarded to him if papers are due to be sent out from CBC over this period.
Election publicity: The Clerk has ordered publicity materials to be erected around the village. Cllr Dickens to liaise with the Clerk over an item for the Hockliffe Herald.
Clerks contacts details on the website – Not all the pages on the village website have Sara Crann down as Clerk. Clerk to go through the website and inform the web master to have them amended.
Fly tipping on Church Lane – car tyres have been dumped on the verge at the bottom of Church Lane ( A5 end) Clerk to report to Central Beds.

Parking issues – It was reported that Falcon Rise residents of the new homes are informing older residents they cant park their cars near Manor Avenue. Action Cllr Shadbolt to write something for the next Hockliffe Herald.

White Hart car park short cut – Cllr Briars reported that cars are using the pub car park as a short cut to avoid the delay at the traffic lights. Cllr Shadbolt reported that he is speaking with the Highways Agency to try and have a filter lane in place to get to Leighton Buzzard

Community Lane in front of 47 Manor Avenue – Cllr Briars reported that an area of land to the front of 47 Manor Avenue has been sold to number 10 for £10k. Cllr Briars questioned if they were allowed to do this as on the plans it stated the area was for community use.

Action: Cllr Shadbolt will speak with Chris Murdoch of Central Bedfordshire Council and report back to the PC. Item to go on the March Agenda.

Land to the side of 2 Woburn Road – Cllr Briars asked where does the money go to of council owned land that is bought. Cllr Shadbolt reported the land belonged to CBC so it would go to them.
Water leak on A5 – Cllr Halsall reported that there has been a water leak on the A5 for sometime and that it had been  reported to Anglian Water.

Action: Cllr Halsall to email the exact location to the Clerk and she would chase Anglian Water.

Overhanging branches on Church Lane – Clerk to report to CBC.
	Clerk

Clerk / Dickens

Clerk

Clerk

Shadbolt

Shadbolt

Shadbolt
Halsall

Clerk



The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday, 14th March at 7.30pm in Hockliffe Lower School.
Sara Crann – Clerk to Hockliffe Parish Council

26 Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 3BL

Tel: 01525 375706  Mobile: 07794 249193  Email: hockliffepc@gmail.com

