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                                                     Hockliffe               Parish 
Council


Minutes June 2011
Extraordinary Meeting of Hockliffe Parish Council held on Monday, 13th June 2011 at 7pm at Hockliffe Lower School, Hockliffe 
	2395
	INTRODUCTION OF PROCEEDINGS
Present:: Present: Parish Councillors: Buckingham, Burton, David Coleman, Paul Dickens,  Shadbolt, and Southard. In attendance: Sara Gordon – Clerk and 5 electors. 
Apologies For Absence: Were received from Cllr Halsall and CB Cllr Versallion.
Declaration of Interest: Were expressed by Cllr Shadbolt re; 2397 and Cllr Dickens re: 2398
PUBLIC FORUM 
Planning Application CB/11/00528/FULL – Shah Group. 
Electors comments: 

Customers are offensive when local residents comment on parking on footpaths.

Shah Group promised to write to local residents informing them of their plans – this has still not been done.

Shah Group is not involved in the local community unlike previous users of the site.

Site condition: looks like a rubbish tip and have not just been dealing in car sales, they have been selling them for spares and breaking cars.
Noise: Staff have been heard swearing, loud noises from the workshop and car alarms.

Footpath obstruction: cars visiting the site park on the footpaths and verges.

Blocked A5: transporters delivering vehicles block the A5.

Vehicle fires: concerns rose over vehicle fires like one recently where some residents were evacuated.

Cars have been seen driving along the footpath to access the A5 due to parked cars at the site.

Elector: Concerns raised over car parking and access, aesthetics of the site both of cars and signage and the unsociable opening hours (i.e. 9pm Sunday evening) and they have no constructive opening times. 
	Action / Reporting

	2396
	Approval of the 2010/11 Accounts
Motion: The PC to approve the Annual Accounts as a true record of the Parish Council’s Finances for 2010/11.
Resolved: 

1. we have approved the statement of accounts which has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations and proper practice.

2. we have  maintained an adequate system of internal control including measurers designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

3. we have taken all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and codes of practice which could have a significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conduct its business or on its finances.

4. we have provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. we have carried out an assessment of the risks facing the council and taken appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and or external insurance cover where required.

6. we have maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the councils accounting records and control systems and carried out a review of its effectiveness.

7. we have taken appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit.

8. we have considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year end, have a financial impact on the council and, where appropriate have included them in the statement of accounts.

9. Trust funds – in our capacity as the sole managing trustees we have discharged our responsibility in relation to the accountability for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit. 

Resolved: the motion was carried and the annual accounts for 2010/11 were accepted. Points 1-8 (inclusive) of the Annual Governance Statement were agreed with the exclusion of point 9 which is not applicable to the council. Accounts now to be sent to the internal auditor Julie Roberts of Fouracre Accountancy Services.

Action: The Finance Committee are to review the asset register at its next meeting.
	All


	2397
	Planning Applications
Planning Application CB/11/00528/FULL

Shaah Group, Watling Street, Hockliffe, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 9LJ

Change of Use

Change of use from motor vehicle repairs to motor vehicle repairs and sale of motor vehicles 
Note: Chairman Shadbolt left the meeting because of his declaration of interest and to attend another meeting. Vice Chairman Coleman chaired the remainder of the meeting.

Motion: The PC to review the planning application and to vote to: support / object or make no comment.
Resolved: Hockliffe Parish Council wish to strongly object to this application on the following grounds: 
1. Parking / Pedestrian Safety: Visitors to the site park on pavements and verges making it unsafe for pedestrians to walk along the footpath on the busy A5. This has been a long standing issue at this site. The delivery vehicle parks on the A5 making visibility for for A5 road users to pass safely. 
2. Noise and unsociable opening hours: Local residents have complained to the Parish Council about the noise that the site makes, visitors / employees at the site have been known to use unacceptable language and working on / moving cars at 9pm on  Sunday evenings. There needs to be set opening and closing times if this application is granted. 
3. Environmental Impact: The site has been used for breaking cars which is not detailed in this planning application; there are concerns about the local water network and wildlife through the breaking of cars. Oil has been found in the local streams along with pungent smells. (this was locally reported to the Enforcement Officer). If this planning application is granted we ask that no permit is given for the breaking of cars. 
4. Damage to verges of footpath / verges: The loading and unloading of the vehicles has caused extensive damage to the footpaths and verges outside and close to the site on the A5. 
5. Traffic safety: Visitors to the site have often been witnessed driving along the footpath as they cant get out of the entrance to the site to exit to the A5 towards Milton Keynes, this not only presents a safety issue to pedestrians but also to other road users of the A5 who are forced to deal with a car crossing the carriageway from a non visible exit. 
6. Aesthetics: The site is unsightly with what appears to be scrapped cars to the perimeter of the property.
The Parish Council also request the CB Cllr Versallion ‘Calls In’ the application before the Development and Planning Committee at CBC so that the application is not dealt solely by an Officer.
	

	2398
	Grant Application
Helping Hands – a grant to the sum of £200 is requested under S137 of the LGA.

Motion: The PC to review the grant application for payment under S137 guidelines. 
Resolved: The PC supported the motion, Clerk to add to the July cheque payments on the agenda.
	


The meeting closed at 7.47pm
The next full meeting of Hockliffe Parish Council will take place on Monday, 11th July 2011 at 7.30pm at Hockliffe Lower School.

Sara Crann – Clerk to Hockliffe Parish Council

26 Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 3BL

Tel: 01525 375706  Mobile: 07794 249193  Email: hockliffepc@gmail.com

