HOCKLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING

 Held at Hockliffe Lower School,

Woburn Road on Monday 12h July 2010
Present:
Councillors A.Shadbolt (late), P. Dickens, W. Hill, D. Halsall, D. Coleman, P Briars & R Fedrick
In Attendance:
N. J. Griffiths (outgoing Clerk to the Council) and S J Crann (newly appointed Clerk)



Central Cllr. Tom Nichols
& Central Cllr. Norman Costin.




P.C Viv Dady






Number of Local Electors Present: 1
Public Session:  
Marylyn Young raised the issue of rubbish around the village including the church yard.
2332.
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENSE


No apologies received
2334.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ANY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA


No declarations of interest were received.

2335.
TO CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 17TH MAY 2010 (COPY PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED).

The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2010 were received and it was

RESOLVED: that the said Minutes be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

2336.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 17h MAY 2010 – INFORMATION ONLY 

2313. 
REVIEW AND CONFIRMATION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR INSURANCE COVER IN RESPECT OF ALL INSURED RISKS AND LEVEL OF FIDELITY GUARANTEE – DETAILS CIRCULATED. – Confirmation received that Fidelity Guarantee increased to £70000.  A premium of £81.44 is to be paid.


2337.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW CLERK, CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT TO BE COMPLETED.
Cllr. Shadbolt presented Contract of Employment to new Clerk prior to the meeting and was signed by Cllr Shadbolt and Mrs Crann. Appointment to take effect from 12th July 2010.  Existing Clerk will brief new Clerk on matters outstanding.  Main areas to action include, review of Governance and Accountability reissued June 2010, Risk Assessment document should be fully reviewed on changeover of Clerk.  This document covers and explains existing policies adopted by Hockliffe Parish Council.


RESOLVED: Nalc model clerk contract completed, Clerk appointed on Scale LC1 point 22.
2338.
TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT AND NOTIFICATION OF EVENTS THAT MAY NEED POLICE ATTENDANCE


No police attendance or report produced for the meeting.
2339.
CENTRAL COUNCIL MATTERS – UPDATE FROM CLLR. N COSTIN/CLLR. T NICOLS

Youth Provision: CB Cllr Costin reported to the Council an update from the last Scrutiny Committee meeting and the provisions for young people and that what falls under youth provision is to be reduced by 20%. 
Buildings: CBC are to look at the best and worst there are no funds for new builds within CBC. The possible use of buildings with other associations is planned and improvements be made to existing buildings. In September a full report will be presented to the Scrutiny Committee.

Councillor Surgery: Will take place in Toddington Village Library on Saturday,  17th July.

ACTION: Cllr Dickens to put the item in the Hockliffe Herald.

CB Cllr Nichols reported 

CB Finances: are currently being reviewed and to reduce the size of the authority. 
Planning: The Planning Department are moving to Chicksands from Dunstable and plans are only to be lodged at Chicksands. Planning applications will be able to viewed on line. £12k in savings will be made.
CB Policies:  are currently being reviewed i.e. housing and gypsy and traveler sites

Strategic Transport – the issue was discussed by the Parish Council.

Local Area Partnership(LEP) – a new system has been brought into place at CBC regarding Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale.

Local Transport Plan –  is being progressed but CBC are going to have to fund the A5/M1 link road from the Development Program. The enquiry into the A5/M1 link raised concerns about funding and how it is crucial to the area and it would reduce excessive HGV movements.

Recycling Project – Cllr Coleman asked what type of recycling facility it was and  if there would be increased HGV movements through the village travellign to the site. Cllr Nichols reported that it would be a waste breakdown facility with full plant and there would probably no increase in HGV movements as the London waste already travels through Hockliffe. 
Questions were raised by the Council about the London Waste and why it was not transported by rail. Kavanta at Brogborough was then discussed.
2340. 
BURIAL GROUND, CHURCHYARD AND VILLAGE GREEN – UPDATE ON MAINTENANCE REQUEST FROM CHURCH FOR A CONTRIBUTION TO ESSENTIAL MAINTENANCE REQUIRED TO CHURCH TOWER, CLLR SHADBOLT INVESTIGATING

ACTION: Clerk to arrange visual test of Cemetery/Churchyard in relation to memorial stability, will action with new Clerk as part of handover.  Clerk contacted  P Allen to request strimming between graves.

Following Church’s request for a donation to Church towards essential repairs necessary to Church Tower.  Cllr. Shadbolt has investigated feasibility if any section 106 monies are able to be used for repairs.  Details already circulated where Central Beds Council have reiterated that monies must be used for purpose of Community Centre.  

Clerk Crann reported that if the Church can be proven to be a community facility and is used by the community groups other than normal church matters and proven evidence could be provided this could meet the S106 requirements.

ACTION: a detailed report of groups that use the church is to be produced, Cllr Paul Dickens to compile the list to include:


P3 Group – possibility of basing them at the Church 

School – using the church more


Cream teas

ACTION: Clerk to send a holding email to the church vicar Jennie Cappleman
2341.
PLAYING FIELD – UPDATE ON PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS UTILISING SECTION 106 MONIES. REVIEW ROSPA REPORT  AND COUNCIL TO PLAN AND IMPLEMENT ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS AREAS HIGHLIGHTED.REVIEW OF MONTHLY CHECKLIST/WEEKLY SPOT CHECKS. 
Contract from Wren now received from completing and signing by Council.  Due to change of Clerk, contract to be signed by new Clerk and covering note to explain change of correspondence detail, along with Minute number that Council authorized change of signatory to contract..  Must be completed within 21 days of contract being issued on 23rd June 2010.  Cllr.  Halsall to liaise with contractors regarding start dates once written confirmation of funding received.  All contractors to provide Clerk with copy of public liability insurance prior to any work commencing.

RESOLVED: Council confirmed new Clerk Sara Crann to be authorised signatory for Grant with Wren, but the contract was signed by Nicola Griffiths as the outgoing clerk as it is simply a signature on behalf of the council. Clerk to send back the contract to WREN as a matter of urgency along with a cover letter notifying WREN of the new contact details for the Council.
Clerk to note that Wicksteed and Lightmain’s quotes provide for post installation inspection by   Rospa prior to invoice being settled.  Upon completion need to ensure MUGA and Pendulum swing insured and values updated in Asset register.
Rospa Report received highlighting a number of areas for action.  Circulated to Councillors along with supporting action plan.  


ACTION: Clerk to ask the contactor John Gordon from Heath & Reach if he would tend to the litter, glass and minor repairs in Hockliffe and produce the H & S report for the meetings. Item to be put on the September agenda. Clerk to put the ROSPA report on a traffic light system to deal with items that are urgent. 
Monthly Checklist for May/June received.   Future completion in light of Rospa inspection will be subject to a contractor being appointed. 

2342.
HOCKLIFFE COMMUNITY CENTRE – REVIEW UPDATE FROM COMMITTEE DETAILS ALREADY CIRCULATED.

ACTION: Clerk to email Julia Dickens two weeks prior to the meeting to request the report. 
2343.
FOOTBALL CLUB CONTRACTS WITH HOCKLIFFE LIONS AND CLAY PIPE 08 (LEIGHTON) FC TO BE AGREED AND COMPLETEDBY COUNCIL.

Contracts already completed by both Football Clubs, and previously circulated to Council for consideration. 
RESOLVED; Contract signed by Cllr. Dickens on behalf of Council and Andrew Shadbolt in his capacity of Chairman of Hockliffe Lions Football Club.

RESOLVED; Contract signed by Cllr. Dickens on behalf of Council and Ben Stallan in his capacity as Chairman of Clay Pipe 08 (Leighton) Football Club.

Clerk to Liaise with Leighton Sunday League regarding fixture list for invoicing. Beds FA confirmed all affiliated clubs hold necessary insurance.

Council to ask Hockliffe Lions FC to provide copies of bills that they currently pay in relation to Water and electricity for council to review. 
2344.
UPDATE & REVIEW  PROGRESS ON FOOTPATH LEIGHTON ROAD AND HIGHWAYS ISSUES; A5/VAS SIGNS, FOOTPATH REPAIRS, 

Further to concerns raised regarding speeding lorries, Clerk had written to Tesco as a main user of the A5 road from their distribution centre in Milton Keynes.  Distribution Manager responded and advised they have a weekly communication with drivers and have reiterated speed limit and care to be taken after highlighting our concerns.

A5 Verge – Further to resident complaint regarding planting on A5 verges, highways authority has reminded Council no planting can take place on A5 unless Highways Agency has formalized a license giving permission.
Augustus Close – new road sign requested and is still outstanding.

Trees overhanging Birch close/A5 obscuring Bus stop – reported to Highways Agency.

HGV Lorries reported to be parking on A5 South Verge –  reported to Highways Agency to see if bollards can be installed to prevent this.

Footpath Leighton Road – no progress made.

A5/VAS Signage -  ACTION: CB Cllr N Costin to pursue with CBC with contact details for Carillion / VAS.

White Horse Close – path resurfacing – reported to Highways.

Clerk has written to Head office of White Hart in relation to safety concerns of the car park.  Reply received that has been referred to Area Manager and reply will be sent in due course.
2345.
UPDATE ON PLANNING ISSUES AND GAP MEETING BY CLLR. HILL   


Crows Nest in Goose Green – no work has yet been carried out.
Planning meetings – two meetings have been held since the last meeting on 14th June and 12th July.

JUNE:      97.
PLANNING COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATION CB/10/01259 FULL – IVY COTTAGE, WATLING STREET, HOCKLIFFE, BEDS LU7 9LZ – DEMOLITION OF OUTBUILDING AND ERECTION OF ANNEX AND COVERED PARKING AREA

The Council considered the application and it was

RESOLVED:  The Council supported the application
JULY: 
      101.
PLANNING COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATION CB/10/02346/FULL – 20 BIRCHS CLOSE,  HOCKLIFFE, BEDS LU7 9LU – ERECTION OF SINGLE STOREY FRONT EXTENSION

The Council considered the application and it was

RESOLVED: the Planning committed raised no objections to this application.

2346.
STREET WATCH EMPOWERMENT OF COMMUNITIES TO TACKLE CRIME – CLLR. SHADBOLT TO BRIEF COUNCIL

Deferred to September meeting. 
2347.
TO DISCUSS IDEA OF ISSUING A WELCOME PACK TO NEW RESIDENTS TO THE VILLAGE – CLLR. SHADBOLT TO PROVIDE DETAILS.

Deferred to September meeting. 
2348.
PARISH PLAN – UPDATE ON ARRANGEMENTS TO REVIEW/UPDATE EXISTING PARISH PLAN

Parish Plan Group will arrange a meeting to discuss way forward given that the existing plan has expired.  
Update still to be done.  
2349.
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE – INFORMATION ONLY

LETTER FROM CENTRAL BEDS – Mobile Library rota.  No change to Hockliffe’s service.
BEDFORDSHIRE BUGLE (July edition) – Circulated to all Councillors.

BATPC LETTER – BEING A GOOD EMPLOYER BOOKLET – 1 Copy given to Chairman and 1 copy held on file.  NOMINATIONS FOR BATPC COUNTY COMMITTEE – brought to Council’s attention.  BATPC  TRAINING SESSION  - details circulated.

2350.
TO RECEIVE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT, STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AGAINST BUDGETS, BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES AND CONFIRMATION OF ACCOUNT RECONCILIATION.  

Reviewed spending year to date against budget. 
RESOLVED: that the following accounts be paid and cheques drawn accordingly.








£
N J Griffiths                                                                                                           

£596.46

(Salary June/July – LGA 1972 Section 112). 

Advert in Leighton Buzzard Observer




£146.55
N J Griffiths











(Allowance – Home working/Computer – Employment Contract

£117.00

9.2.3 & 9.2.4  4 MONTHS DUE)

Central Bedfordshire Council –






£62.50


(Hire of School – Parish Council Meeting - LGA 1972 – section 134)

P J Allen Garden Maintenance




          

£635.00
 

(Churchyard/Village Green – Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)


D J Granger Landscapes Ltd

£851.97


(Playing Field maintenance - Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)



M R Clarke

£130.00


(Hockliffe Herald Spring edition– LGA 1972 sec 142)


AON Ltd      

£81.44




(Increase fidelity guarantee –LGA 1972 sec 112-119)

Chalgrave Parish Council 







£60.00

 

(Annual Gapp Membership – LGA 1972 sec 143


ROSPA









£165.68



(Play equipment Safety Inspection – Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)

Clerk provided overview of Income and Expenditure to budgets YTD.  Bank Account 

Balances as at 1st July 2010, General Account £13131.22.and Bonus Saver Account £57675.97.48 In line with Fidelity Guarantee Cllr. Dickens has confirmed Bank reconciliation as at1st July 2010.
Bank Mandate – two authorised account signatories to sign the bank mandate to add Sara Crann as an authorised signatory and change of correspondent address for the councils bank accounts.

RESOLVED: bank mandate signed for the Clerk to take to Natwest Bank.

2351.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
It was agreed that this be held on Monday 13th September  2010.

Other Matters Raised:

A5 South footpath – over hanging briars blocking the footpath.

ACTION: Clerk to report to Highways Agency.

A5 at the end of Church Lane – cow slip still remains.

Church Lane – hedges and banks need trimming, issues with pot holes and loose man hole covers 

ACTION: Clerk to report to Highways Department at CBC.

Residents Association meeting – Cllr Fedrick cannot attend the meeting so Marilyn Young will attend in his absence.

Outgoing Clerk – the Council expressed their thanks to Nicola Griffiths for her five years of service.

The meeting closed at 9.07pm

DATED this

day of

.

CHAIRMAN

