HOCKLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING

 Held at Hockliffe Lower School,

Woburn Road on Monday 15h March 2010
Present:
Councillors A.Shadbolt, P. Dickens, W. Hill, D. Halsall, D. Coleman & R Fedrick
Also Present:
N. J. Griffiths (Clerk to the Council).




Central Cllr. Tom Nichols
& Central Cllr. Norman Costin.




P.C Viv Dady






Number of Local Electors Present: 2
Public Session:  Concern expressed over problem of increasing volume of Lorries passing through the village at speed and the impact it has to village and to properties on the A5 itself.    Discussion on issue of speeding/volume of Lorries notably since Leighton Buzzard imposed lorry ban in town.  Parish Council to write to Highways authorities/DoT to register concern, request for speed limit reduction on A5 from 40mph to 30mph and notably when A5 bypass comes into being a lorry ban through the village.

2283.
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENSE


No apologies received.  Cllr. Briars not in attendance.
2284.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ANY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA


No declarations of interest were received.

2285.
TO CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 11TH JANUATY 2010 (COPY PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED).

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2010 were received and it was

RESOLVED: that the said Minutes be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

2286.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 11h JANUARY 2010 – INFORMATION ONLY 


2160. HIGHWAYS UPDATE – Cartwheel at North end of village should be replaced by end of month. 
2237. SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION TO 30MPH WOBURN RD – Order sealed and came into operation on 10th March 2010.
2287.
TO RECEIVE POLICE REPORT AND NOTIFICATION OF EVENTS THAT MAY NEED POLICE ATTENDANCE

Crime figures for Jan – 4 incidents; Burglary in a building other than a dwelling – attempted, theft from shops and stalls & racial hate & other theft.

Feb – 1 incident; Drugs – production (includes cultivation) of a controlled job.

2288.
CENTRAL COUNCIL MATTERS – UPDATE FROM CLLR. N COSTIN/CLLR. T NICOLS

Central Cllr. Costin reported that Central Council continues to look at budgets/Council tax and impact on services.
Central Cllr. Nicols provided overview on A5/M1 bypass and continuing concern over budget and regional housing allocation.

Chairman Ints_________________
2289. 
BURIAL GROUND, CHURCHYARD AND VILLAGE GREEN – UPDATE ON MAINTENANCE 


Grave plot reserved in name of Mr. A Mitchell.
2290.
PLAYING FIELD - UPDATE ON PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS UTILISING SECTION 106 MONIES.   COUNCIL TO CONSIDER TENDERS FOR PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS AND MULTI USE GAMES AREA. REVIEW OF MONTHLY CHECKLIST/ WEEKLY SPOT CHECKS. 
Following January’s meeting when three tenders presented to Council for consideration for MUGA, Council has received 2 good references from 2 Parish Councils (Dunston PC & Drayton Parslow PC) that have recently had a MUGA facility installed by Lightmain.  Council discussed merits of various surfaces, and decision ultimately made on cost having considered maintenance implications.

RESOLVED: Council to accept tender from Lightmain for £47396.60 for MUGA facility.

Three tenders received for installation of Pendulum swing, a unique piece of equipment that varies enormously from different suppliers.

RESOLVED: Council to accept tender from Wicksteed for £13596 for Pendulum Swing, installation and safety surface.

Three tenders received for groundwork.

RESOLVED: Council to accept tender from Keleena for £5950 for groundwork.

Three tenders received for fencing

RESOLVED: Council to accept tender from Huntree Fencing of £6256.

All tenders to be submitted to Grant provider to complete the necessary formalities for Grant to be provided to enable work to proceed in conjunction with Section 106 monies held.  Prior to any work commencing Clerk to obtain copies of Public Liability insurance, and for MUGA facility and Pendulum Swing post installation inspection to be made by Rospa prior to settlement.  Cost of Rospa inspection for both pieces of equipment included in tender price.

Checklists received for Jan/Feb – no areas of concern noted.  
2291.
UPDATE FROM HOCKLIFFE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE – DETAILS ALREADY CIRCULATED
Village Hall Committee provided an update.  Existing Planning permission expired February 2010.  The Committee had planned to make some amendments to existing plans, and on careful consideration of cost implications of amending plans and extension on time limit needed, decided to draw new plans.  These are in the process of being drawn and necessary permissions being obtained.  Research is underway to select a construction company to manage the whole project from design stage to completion.
Chairman Ints______________

2292.
UPDATE AND REVIEW PROGRESS ON FOOTPATH LEIGHTON RD AND HIGHWAYS ISSUES; A5/VAS SIGNS, FOOTPATH REPAIRS, SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOLS 
Nothing further to report at this stage in relation to Footpath on Leighton Road.
VAS – Confirmed by Carillion trigger speed of southbound VAS set to 46 mph, Beds & Luton Casualty reduction partnership set activating speeds for VAS in Bedfordshire at 44 mph.  Both VAS are factory set. Instruction with electrical engineer to check and rectify settings and supply to northbound VAS.  Matter chased by Clerk and Police and Cllr Shadbolt.
A5 North Footpath – survey ongoing and being investigated by Carrillion – nothing further to report.

Augustus Close – new road sign to be requested.

Church Lane – reported problem with bollards and request to Highways to move these closer together.  Problem of flooding in Church Close raised to Highways.

2293.
UPDATE ON PLANNING ISSUES AND GAP MEETING BY CLLR. HILL   


Nothing to report.
2294.
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ADOPTING REVISED MODEL STANDING ORDERS FOR LOCAL COUNCIL’S – DETAILS ALREADY CIRCULATED

Updated model from NALC, tailored for Hockliffe Parish Council had previously been circulated for Council to review.



RESOLVED: Council to accept updated copy of Standing Orders.

Clerk to issue Councillors copy to hold on file and to destroy previous versions.  Reminded that these should be retained with copy of Code of Conduct already held by all Councillors.

2295.
TO DISCUSS IDEA OF ISSUING A WELCOME PACK TO NEW RESIDENTS TO THE VILLAGE – CLLR. SHADBOLT TO PROVIDE DETAILS


Cllr.  Shadbolt explained this is an idea used in Heath &  Reach Parish, he will provide a copy of the pack issued at next Council meeting for Council to consider.
2296.
CLIPSTONE QUARRY 
Cllr.  Shadbolt had nothing further to report at this stage but requested item remain on Agenda to keep the matter in view.
2297.
PARISH PLAN – UPDATE ON ARRANGEMENTS TO REVIEW/UPDATE EXISTING PARISH PLAN

Parish Plan Group will arrange a meeting to discuss way forward given that the existing plan has expired.  .
2298.
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE – INFORMATION ONLY

BEDFORDSHIRE BUGLE – Circulated to all Councillors.
CODE OF CONDUCT TRAINING – Councillors advised of dates and the necessity to attend in line with revised standing Orders.  All Councillors have attended previous sessions. 

Chairman Ints_________________
2299.
TO RECEIVE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT, STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AGAINST BUDGETS, BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES AND CONFIRMATION OF ACCOUNT RECONCILIATION.  COUNCIL TO REVIEW EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL CONTROLS


Reviewed spending year to date against budget. 
RESOLVED: that the following accounts be paid and cheques drawn accordingly.

To vire £140.00 from Hockliffe Herald budget heading to cover Parish sign repair.







£
N J Griffiths                                                                                                           

£575.46


(Salary Feb/Mar – LGA 1972 Section 112). 
N J Griffiths






           

£64.80
(Expenses – Stamps/stationery – LGA 1972 Section 111) 

N J Griffiths











(Allowance – Home working/Computer – Employment Contract

£350.00
9.2.3 & 9.2.4)
BATPC – Bedfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils –



(Standing Orders – new publication LGA 1972 Section 111)


£26.82


              Sign of the Times



(Repairs to welcome to Hockliffe Sign - LGA 1972 sec 144)


£209.39


Mid Beds Fencing


(Fence repairs/insurance claim VAT element to be reclaimed)- 


Open Spaces Act 1906 SS10)





£69.12

Central Bedfordshire Council –






£25.00


(Hire of School – Parish Council Meeting - LGA 1972 – section 134)

Information Commissioners Office






£35.00



(Annual Subscription – by Direct Debit for Data Protection Act 1998 -




entry registration)
Clerk provided overview of Income and Expenditure to budgets YTD.  Bank Account 

Balances as at 2nd March 2010, General Account £3933.95.and Bonus Saver Account £57436.48 In line with Fidelity Guarantee Cllr. Shadbolt has confirmed Bank reconciliation as at 2nd March 2010.
Clerk reminded Council in accordance with current Accounts & Audit regulation, Council obliged to annually review their internal audit system, to ensure it is adequate.  Council has already reviewed effectiveness of Internal Audit and Terms of reference of Internal Auditor and is satisfied with current practice as minuted at January 2010 meeting.  Council needs to review effectiveness of Internal Control. Internal control checklist utilised throughout year to ensure adequate and effective system of internal audit maintained by Council.  Consideration given to any further action/spot checks necessary.  

Chairman Ints_________________
RESOLVED:    
Council satisfied with its system of Internal Control.

On completion of Independent Internal Audit, Council will review report-indicating areas IIA has looked at.










2300.
REVIEW LEVEL OF FIDELITY GURANTEE 

From 2009 Audit auditor had made reference to level of Fidelity Guarantee cover in view of Bank balances held and precept received in April 2009.  Auditors guidelines for level of cover to use year-end balances plus half of annual precept as a general rule. 

This matter had been highlighted by Clerk at Council meeting on 9th March 2009 minute 2175 and again 14 September 2009 minute 2238 when Council resolved to leave cover at existing level of £35000 in view of plans for section 106 monies.  
Council discussed and Clerk to obtain quotes to increase level of cover in line with guidelines.  These will be presented to Council at May’s meeting when insurance is due for renewal and Council will also have a clearer indication as to when section 106 monies will be spent in line with Playing field improvements.  Council does need to give consideration if Grant monies are held for any period of time.  

2301.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
It was agreed that this be held on Monday10th May 2010.

DATED this

day of

.

CHAIRMAN

