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                                                     Hockliffe               Parish 
Council


Minutes November 2011
Hockliffe Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 14th November 2011 at 7.30pm at Hockliffe Lower School, Hockliffe 
	2421
2421.1
2421.2
2423
	INTRODUCTION OF PROCEEDINGS
Present: Chairman Shadbolt, Cllrs: Buckingham, Burton, Coleman, Dickens, Halsall and Southard. In attendance: Sara Gordon – Parish Clerk, James Gleave of CBC and 4 electors.
Apologies For Absence: CBC Cllr Versallion
Declaration of Interest: None declared. 
Approval of minutes from October 2011
Resolved: The PC accepted the minutes as a true account of proceedings and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.
	Action / Reporting


	2424.1
2424.2

2424.3


	PUBLIC FORUM – members of the public are invited to raise questions /concerns to the Parish Council, this section of the meeting is limited to 15 minutes.

Light out opposite the school: Column number to be provided to the Clerk so that it can be reported to CBC.

Quiz Night: Will be held on 26th November starting at 7.15pm to raise funds for the Village Hall.  PC will submit a team.

Hockliffe Residents Association: Cllrs Southard and Buckingham will be the Parish Council’s representatives.

Guest Speaker: James Gleave of Central Bedfordshire Council to discuss the Local Area Transport Plan Consultation (LATPC)
Mr Gleaves informed the PC of the background and nature of the LATPC which will be delivered over the next three years with a budget of £1.3m available for the whole county each year. 
Page 53 of the Draft Local Area Transport Plan identified the following: 

Figure 7.9: Priority Locations in Hockliffe 

1.Congestion on approaches to A5 / A4012 junction creating air quality issues, with 

poor pedestrian crossing facilities.

2. Narrow pavements and on-street parking close to Lower School result in a poor pedestrian environment.

3. Volumes and speed of traffic resulting in poor pedestrian and cycling environment 

throughout the village.

4. Poor pedestrian permeability across the A5 to the south of the village. 

5. Poor sightlines at junction between Chalgrave Road and A5 creating a road safety hazard.
Other areas requested that be taken in to consideration are: 

1. 40mph on Leighton Road to be moved back beyond Goose Green / Little Lane near the entrance to Stopp Farm with a 30mph restriction on the bend. 

2. A footpath from 1 Wilderness on Leighton Road to Goose Green so residents can walk safely to the church. Allotments are also being developed on Leighton Road. Currently there is no footpath along this stretch of road.
3. Speed phasing on Woburn Road from 40mph / 30mph to 20mph outside the school.

4. VAS signage near the school on Woburn Road.

5. Yellow No Stop boxes on the A5 at the junctions with Whitehorse Close and Birch’s Close.
6. Left Lane Filter Light on the A5 for traffic turning left to Leighton Buzzard. Currently cars cut through the pub car park which is very dangerous.

7. Moving of the 40mph limit on the A5 further up the hill towards Milton Keynes (beyond Fleur De Lys).

8. 30 mph for the entire village and not 40mph. All the towns or village actually on the A5 have 30mph.

Mr Gleave noted the Parish Councils comments. 

There is now a public consultation which will be held until the 3rd February. A public display will be at Leighton Buzzard library. Plans can be viewed on the CBC website for residents to make comments. 

Central Bedfordshire Councillor Mark Versallion’s Report: No report produced in the absence of Cllr Versallion.
	Guest

Versallion

	2342

2366.5
2405


	MATTERS ARISING  For information only

Hockliffe Village Hall Update: The AGM report and accounts were presented to the PC and noted as received. The next fundraiser will be a Quiz night on the 26th November.
Allotments Project: Meeting being planned with the Trustees and current tenant. Site plan being developed and funding options are being investigated.
Buckingham and River Ouzel Internal Drainage Boards – Watercourse Maintenance: No response, Clerk to call Bob Speedlove 01234 354396 to obtain dates of works. 

	Info
Burton
Clerk

	2425
2425.1

2425.2

2425.3


	MATTERS FOR RESOLUTION
Community Projects for 2012 / 13 for budget allocation:
Action: All PC members to think of schemes it would like to undertake next year and email them to the Clerk.
Action: Meeting to be made for Cllr Shadbolt / Clerk / Cllr Dickens / Cllr Halsall to go through S106 monies held at CBC and clarify the ear marked funds in the PC reserves are allocated correctly in readiness for drafting the budget as it is was not made clear during the Clerk handover.
Review of whole village grass maintenance contract

Resolved: Clerk to proceed with the tender for all of the villages grass maintenance contracts and obtain information / costs for CBC maintained areas..

Appointment of Councillor as Trustee to the Village Hall Committee

Resolved: The PC appointed Cllr Burton as the Parish Council’s Trustee on the Village Hall Committee.
	All
All

All

	2426
2426.1

2426.2

2426.3
	VILLAGE MATTERS

Planning Committee Report: 
Re: Application Number: CB/11/03821/FULL 
Registration Date: 25 / 10 / 2011 Parish Name: Heath & Reach 
Location: Land at Mile Tree Road, Heath and Reach, Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds Statutory Class: Minor Gypsy &Traveller sites 1-9 Pitches 
Proposal: Proposed six pitches for mobile homes and touring caravans plus facilities 
Case Officer: Steve Anderson
Resolved: Hockliffe Parish Council reviewed the above planning application and STRONGLY OBJECT to this application on the following grounds:
1.    The persons developing the site have already breached the  planning application before a planning application by laying a tarmac road without permission.
2.    The site is a green belt site. 
3.    There are inaccuracies and missing documentation in the planning application.
4.    There is evidence that a badger set and bats are on site..
5.     The development would not be in keeping with the rest of the area.
6.    A bridleway runs along the site which has not been recognised in the planning application. 
7.    There are concerns regarding access to the site, Miletree Road itself has a 60mph speed limit and motorists do not have clear visibility of the entrance.
Hockliffe Parish Council seeks that the site is returned to its former landscape.

Jubilee/Diamond Wood: Ideas briefly discussed to celebrate / mark the Diamond Jubilee. 
Action: Clerk to contact all the villages groups to ascertain if a working party could be set up to come up with ideas for the Diamond Jubilee.

Action: Cllr Shadbolt to obtain further information about the development of a woodland.

Godiva Awakes Celebrations 2012 Route (info emailed to PC members): 
Background: Godiva Awakes is part of Artists Taking The Lead, a series of 12 public art commissions across the UK to celebrate the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad. Arts Council England is delivering the project in partnership with the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Creative Scotland and Arts Council of Wales. It is a £2.7 million project. Imagineer Productions will create a six metre high Lady Godiva, who will awake from her sleeping chamber in July 2012 to a spectacular performance and, powered by the Cyclopedia journey to London to play a part in the London 2012 celebrations. She will be a symbol of justice for the 21st Century embodying the values of fair play, friendship, respect and courage that are at the heart of the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The cyclists and Godiva Awakes will travel from Milton Keynes to Luton on Thursday, 2nd August 2012 and is estimated to take 6 hours. The route will run along the A4012 from Woburn and on to the A5 at Hockliffe.

A presentation has been made to CBC who support the event. Cllr Shadbolt has expressed concerns about its traffic impact on Hockliffe as the phasing of the traffic lights from Woburn will not be sufficient to get all the cyclists around in one phasing of the lights.

CB Cllr Versallion has suggested we write to CBC to request officers to attend to assist with traffic controls at the junction.
Response: The PC support the project but have concerns about the light phasing from Woburn Road to the A5 and request that the A5 traffic is controlled during the Godiva procession.
Damage to Green opposite Church: Witness saw a local farmers vehicle (corn feeder) driving over and causing damage to the green.

Action: Clerk to write to the land owner to request that repairs are carried out.


	Planning Comm.

Shadbolt

All
Dickens

	2427
2427.1
2427.2
2427.3


	 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE MATTERS
Local Parliamentary Boundary Review
Resolved: The PC doesn’t support the additional option proposed by Central Bedfordshire Council and supports that of the Boundary Committee.

2012/13 Budget Process at CBC: No increase in council tax for 2012/13. CBC are looking at services such as grass cutting and street cleaning to be handed over the Town and Parish Councils.
They would reduce their element of precept that would normally pay for these services to allow Town and Parish Councils to increase their precept to cover the costs. Concerns raised about local councils would manage these services.

S106 Monies: Details obtained from CBC state:

Application SP/03/01836 - £12549 remains from land off Woburn Road ear marked for Community Facilities.

Application SB/06/00236 - £29913.47 remains from Manor House Garage. Date received by CBC 28/06/2010, claw back date 28/16/2015.
Action: Cllr Shadbolt to get full details of each amount outstanding.


	Shadbolt
Shadbolt

Info

	2428
2428.1

2428.2

2428.3

2428.4


	ADMINISTRATION

Finance Report – monthly report 
Hockliffe Parish Council 

Cash Book Summary 2011/12

Expenditrure

VAT

 £                       12,823.72 

Parks/OS

 £                       17,789.51 

Administration

 £                         2,571.55 

Parish Plan

 £                                   -   

S137

 £                            200.00 

Cemetery

 £                                   -   

Misc

 £                       50,827.60 

Clerk

 £                         2,178.14 

TOTAL YTD

 £                       86,390.52 

Income

Cemetery

 £                                   -   

Hockliffe Herald

 £                                   -   

pitch Rental

 £                                   -   

Bank Intrest

 £                              33.55 

VAT

 £                       11,397.91 

Precept

 £                       13,400.00 

Grants

 £                       50,000.00 

TOTAL YTD

 £                       74,831.46 

Cheques for payment: 
1083

 D Granger 

 £     113.42 

1084

 S Gordon 

 £     305.17 

1085

 HMRC 

 £      61.00 

1086

 Double Arches Landscapes 

 £13,073.00 

1087

 Central Bedfordshire Council 

 £      37.50 

 TOTAL 

 £13,590.09 

Resolved: The PC approved the cheques for payment and the accounts were signed by two authorised signatures. VAT claim for £2250.00 has been made.

Balance of Parish Councils Bank Accounts - Current Account £37249.54 / Savings Account £7973.08
Review of Parish Council Financial Risk Assessment ; deferred to finance meeting in December.

	Clerk

All
Clerk

Clerk

	2429

	 Correspondence Received 

Bedfordshire Bugle

	

	
	Other Matters – For information only

Complaint about Amey engineers during A4021 works. Cllr Coleman to email the details to Cllr Shadbolt.
A5 works: Clerk to contact the Highways Agency to request the traffic lights are set back to their original phasing upon completion of the works and also to mention that in the original notification from Carillion it stated that their would be no weekend workings when there was some carried out over the weekend of 11th November.
	

	
	
	


The meeting closed at 9.10pm

The next meeting of Hockliffe Parish Council will take place on Monday, 12th December at 

7.00pm (starting earlier to set the 2012/13 budget.
Sara Crann – Clerk to Hockliffe Parish Council

26 Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 3BL

Tel: 01525 370954 Email: hockliffepc@gmail.com

