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                                                     Hockliffe               Parish 
Council


Minutes of the Parish Council

8th November 2010
	2362
	INTRODUCTION OF PROCEEDINGS
Present: Chairman Shadbolt, Cllrs: Briars. Coleman, Halsall. In attendance: Sara Crann – Clerk to the Council, CB Cllrs Costin and Nichols and 2 electors.
Apologies For Absence: were received from Cllr Fedrick and lateness of Cllr Dickens
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Dickens – items No declared an interest..
Resignation of Cllr Hill – Cllr Hill resigned as Parish Councillor with immediate effect due to retirement. The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the position would not be filled by co-option as the elections are within six months.
PUBLIC FORUM 
Parking on White Horse Close – parking of vehicles making it difficult to navigate the road and can cause problems for emergency vehicles – Cllr Shadbolt is to pursue. 

Residents Association – report provided to the PC. The RA are now going to hold their meetings on the 3rd Monday of alternate months. 
Welcome Pack – to go on the January agenda
	Action / Reporting

	2363
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM  SEPTEMBER 2010
Motion: The PC to approve the minutes as a true account of proceedings.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.
	All

	2340
2341

2342

2343

2346

2355.1-3

	MATTERS ARISING  For information only

Church Repairs – S106 funds towards church repairs via church being a community facility – Cllr Shadbolt reported that the legal department at CBC will not allow the transfer as the church is not a community facility.
Action: CB Cllr Nichols is to pursue on behalf of the PC.

Recreation Grounds Improvements / maintenance
Raised lip on the skate ramp – the Clerk reported that a local maintenance contractor recommended that additional tarmac should be used to create a slight rise up to the metal ramp to conceal the lip, he said ground anchors would not be suitable.
Action: Clerk to get a specialist skate ramp installed to quote for repairs.

Litter / fly tipping – was removed in October from around the skate ramps.

MUGA update – Cllr Halsall reported that the fencing is due to be done this week, Wickstead are due to start on the 15th November, the MUGA on the 25th November and mid December works will commence on the path and red grass with completion mid January 2011. 

The PC discussed holding an official opening and inviting a representative from Wren to open it.

Combination locks – Cllr Shadbolt to purchase four combination locks for the Kilby Road contractors: one for the main gate, two for the white building and one for the side gate.
Action: Cllr Shadbolt to notify the Clerk of the combination numbers so she can inform the football teams and maintenance contractors.
Hockliffe Village Hall - review of the legal agreement – Cllr Dickens recommended the proposed terms of the lease for the village hall:- 
1.      Premises to be included are the hall and parking area, but not the field. 
2.      Duration - 50 years, but let us know if any potential funder says you need more. Lease will end prematurely on breach of the terms of the lease, bankruptcy or otherwise ceasing to run as a village hall (obviously commercial lettings are desirable to help with running costs, but there should be time left for village events).
3.      Terms - full repairing and insuring obligation on Village Hall. 
4.      Rent - peppercorn, unless there is a profit during the year in which case 50% of the profit will become payable in rent. Profit means income less costs of maintenance (including sinking fund) and running costs.
These are the basic proposed terms which will have to be formalised by a conveyancing solicitor with better definitions of profit, running costs etc. 
Motion: The PC to support the outline terms of a lease as presented by Cllr Dickens and for the Village Hall to proceed with having a lease professionally drawn up by a solicitor.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion, Clerk to notify the Village Hall Committee.
Hockliffe Lions Utility Costs – Cllr Shadbolt reported that Eon had been over estimating the electricity costs and he is dealing with the correct readings. Anglian Water are charging £140 a year for waste which seems excessive when the toilet is only used on a Sunday, one option is to have a sub meter fitted, Cllr Shadbolt is obtaining quotes for this.
Street Watch Empowerment – no developments, item to be removed from the agenda.
Outstanding Highways Issues 2355.1, 2355.2, 2355.3

Pot holes on Church End / Goose Green – no holes making a Cat 1 can be identified.

Action: Cllr Coleman to provide the Clerk with a detailed plan as to the exact location of the pothole for forwarding to CBC.

Overgrown hedgerow on Leighton Road opposite Church End – CBC have confirmed that it will monitor it in 2011 and if necessary contact the land owner to cut them back to improve visibility – subject to the bird nesting season. If not carried out CBC would carry out the works and if necessary cut back the hedge themselves and invoice the land owner.

	Shadbolt
Nichols

Clerk

Dickens
Shadbolt
Shadbolt

Clerk
Coleman



	2364
2364.1
	 HIGHWAY MATTERS
Traffic Light Adjustment A5 junction – The PC discussed the phasing of the lights and how they all vary at different times of the day.
Action: Cllr Shadbolt to ascertain with Highways the exact traffic parameters for the lights.
	Dickens

Shadbolt.

	2365
2365.1
2365.2

2365.3

2365.4


	CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE MATTERS

Central Bedfordshire Councillors Report – Cllr Nichols

Core Strategy – is currently going to the Inspector subject to the comment stage and should be finalised in January 2011 subject to the A5 / M1 link which has been approved for funding. Mike Penning has guaranteed funding and works should start in 2014, there will be a £50 million contribution from CBC.
Spending Cuts – Cllr Nichols gave a brief on the cuts at CBC and to his portfolio along with how funding is normally split on a 70% from government and 30% from Council Tax to County Councils but CBC receive only 30% of funding from the government. £19.5 million of cuts have to be made by CBC of this £1.6 million is from Cllr Nichols portfolio.
Central Bedfordshire Council Spending Cuts (emailed to PC members) – The full report of the proposed spending cuts at CBC was presented to the PC. The village will directly be affected if the proposed cuts are adopted by CBC which would include the loss of the mobile library, reduced open hours at the local recycling centre, cuts to social / child care provisions.
Action: Clerk to email a summary of the proposed cuts to all PC members.
Boundary Ward Changes (information emailed to PC members) – information received from the Boundaries Commission shows that Hockliffe will be in the Heath & Reach Ward along with Chalgrave, Eggington and Stanbridge. Cllrs Costin and Nichols from May will not be representing Hockliffe at Central Bedfordshire Council.
Covanta Planning Application – request for joint response of Town and Parish Councils - the PC discussed the issues that were highlighted in the report provided , the major one  for Hockliffe being that the Traffic Assessment in the planning application does not detail the routes / trunk roads where the HGV movements carrying waste to and from the site will be. 
Motion: The PC to support the objections highlighted in the report and agree for Hockliffe Parish Council to be included in the joint response of objection by Town and Parish Councils.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion – Clerk to contact Rose Davey-Hunt at CBC and notify her of Hockliffe Pc’s agreement to be part of the joint response.

Motion: Hockliffe PC to object to the planning applications on the grounds of traffic issues and concerns over additional HGV movements on the A5.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion, Clerk to send an objection to the application.
	Costin/Nichols
Info / Clerk
Clerk



	2366
2366.1

2366.2

2366.3

2666.4

2366.5

2366.6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	VILLAGE MATTERS

Planning Committee Report  - due to Cllr Hills retirement Cllr Dickens was appointed as Chairman of the Planning Committee
CB/10/03044 –  The Crows Nest, Church End, Hockliffe, LU7 9NH – Erection of single storey side extension with glazed link.

Resolved. The Planning Committee reviewed the application and voted the PC object to the application on the grounds that the proposed extension is out of proportion to the main Crows Nest building and it should be of a smaller construction.
CB/10/03431 – Kateshill Barn

Resolved: The Planning Committee reviewed the application and resolved not to make any comment on this application. 

CB/10/03200 – Trinity Farm - 1MW electricity generating biogas station.

Resolved: The Planning Committee reviewed the application and resolved to support the application subject the to the application having the additional condition applied:

1. That there will be no substantial increase in traffic movements to and from the site.
CB/10/03613 – 20 Birches Close - Erection of single storey front extension.

Resolved: The Planning Committee reviewed the application and resolved to object to the application on the grounds:
1. The proposed development is not in keeping with other houses in the area and would set a precedent for future developments.
2. The Planning Committee believes the extension would be built beyond the existing building line.

3. The proposed extension is obtrusive.
CB/10/03497 – 3 Woburn Road, Hockliffe – construction of hardstanding to provide car parking facilities incorporating vehicular crossover. 

Resolved: The Planning Committee reviewed the planning application and voted not to make any comment on the application.

CB/10/03665 – Kings Arms Farm House, Watling Street, Hockliffe – reinstatement of dining room floor.

Resolved: The Planning Committee reviewed the planning application and voted not to make any comment on the application

Emergency Assistance Centre Provision – information received from CBC and passed to Marilyn Young to complete the details of the school with would be used as an Emergency Centre if there was a major incident.
Bus Services in Bedfordshire (information emailed to PC members) information received and acknowledged. A presentation will take place at Bossard House, Leighton Buzzard on Wednesday 10th November. 
Action: Cllr Shadbolt to complete the questionnaire on behalf of the PC
Elect a member of the PC to stand on the Village Hall Committee – item deferred to the January 2011 meeting to allow Cllr Halsall to review the plans and consider 
Allotment Request – The Clerk wrote to Mr Dashwood at Browns Farm on the 10th October but has not received a reply.
Action: Cllr Dickens to speak to Mr Dashwood to confirm he received the PC letter.

The Clerk reported that she had not received any written requests from residents requesting allotments.
Action: Marilyn Young to contact the enquirers and request that they write to the Clerk.

Shah Group – Advertising / car parking issues – Local resident Mr Gilbey wrote a letter of complaint about cars / car transporter blocking the footpath outside the premises along with photographic evidence, one clearly showing an elderly lady with a walking frame being unable to use the footpath as it was blocked by a car transporter. Mr Gilbey also sent the letter to the MP.
The PC discussed the serious issues caused by vehicles blocking the footpath visiting the Shah Motor Company.

Motion: Cllr Shadbolt along with CB Cllrs Costin and Nichols are to jointly contact CBC, The Highways Agency and Police providing the photographic evidence provided by Mr Gilbey about the company blocking the footpath and road to pursue a scheme to stop the illegal parking on behalf of the PC and residents of Hockliffe.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion and the item is to be pursued as a matter of urgency.
	Planning Comm.
Clerk / Young
Info/ Clerk
Shadbolt

Halsall
Shadbolt / Clerk
Dickens

Young

Shadbolt / Costin / Nichols

	2367
2367.1

2367.2

2367.3
	POLICE MATTERS

Police Report – no report presented. The Clerk reported that following advice given by PC Dady that the crime figures can be found on the police website the figures shown are for all of the Leighton rural areas and are not specific to Hockliffe.
Action: Clerk to contact PC Dady to request that the figures are emailed to the Clerk for distribution on a monthly basis.

Police Restructuring report (information emailed to PC members) – information showed that Hockliffe would now be classed at Leighton rural and would no longer include Heath & Reach. PC Dady is still part of the community team for Hockliffe. The report was acknowledged as received.
Speeding in Hockliffe (information emailed to PC members) – the report produced by the police showed 10% of all traffic through Hockliffe travelled in excess of 46 miles per hour. The PC discussed the volume of traffic and speeds and agreed:

Action: The Clerk is to write to the Police, Highways Agency and CBC to try and pursue a 30mph on the A5 through Hockliffe.
	PC Dady
Clerk

Info / clerk

Info / Clerk

	2368
2368.1

2368.2

2368.3

2368.4

2368.5


	 ADMINISTRATION

Finance Report
Expenditure

VAT

 £                         2,758.67 

Parks/OS

 £                       16,727.80 

Administration

 £                         5,196.69 

Parish Plan

 £                                   -   

Sec 157

 £                              20.00 

Cemetery

 £                               6.26 

Misc

 £                         3,000.00 

TOTAL YTD

 £                       27,709.42 

Income

Cemetery

 £                                   -   

Hockliffe Herald

 £                              28.00 

Pitch Rental

 £                            210.00 

Bank Intrest

 £                            120.53 

VAT

 £                            222.15 

Precept

 £                       13,400.00 

Grants

 £                                   -   

TOTAL YTD

 £                       13,980.68 

Cheques for payment: 
dd

Public Works Loan Board

 £        3.13 

1024

 J Gordon 

 £      20.00 

1025

 S Crann 

 £     645.73 

1026

 MR Clarke 

 £     130.00 

1027

 BDO LLP 

 £     158.63 

1028

 D J Granger 

 £     332.02 

1029

 Wickstead leisure 

 £15,975.31 

1030

 VOID 

 £           -   

1031

 Hockliffe Village Hall 

 £  3,000.00 

1032

 Voluntary & Community Action 

 £      24.55 

1033

 Central Bedfordshire Council 

 £      31.25 

Total payments for the month of November: £20360.62
Motion: The PC to approve the cheques for payment as checked against the budget and for two councillors to sign the cheques as laid down in the PC Standing Orders.
Resolved: The PC supported the motion and the cheques were signed. Clerk to distribute payments.
Action: Clerk to claim back £15975.31 from the Wren grant.

Action: Village Hall Committee to email the Clerk a receipt for the £3000.

Action: VAT reclaim to the sum of £2536.52 to be carried out by the Clerk to the HMRC.

Balance of Parish Councils Bank Accounts - Current Account: £9246.73 / Savings Account  £57798.09 – This was verified by Chairman Shadbolt
Reallocation of PC reserves to MUGA – this is no longer requested as there is £7k held in the reserves. The additional expense incurred for the fencing was due to the original cost being quoted for 28m when it should have been 38m.
Grant Request to Leighton Buzzard CAB – the Clerk emailed Mr David Wood on the 29th September requesting further information from the CAB in order for the PC to give some consideration as to the possibilities of issuing a grant but had not received a reply at the time of the meeting. Cllr Dickens gave the PC background information on Leighton Buzzard CAB and that they forecast a £20k deficit this year which would mean the centre having to close for an additional day per week.
Action: Cllr Dickens to obtain the requested information from the CAB of their last finance statement and amount actually requested as a grant. 
	Clerk
All
Clerk
Clerk

Halsall

Info 
Dickens

	2369
	Correspondence Received 
CBC  - Ward Members at Meetings – information was received and agreed that the Clerk is to email CBC with the monthly agenda.

NATS – update no further plans to create the extra runway at Luton Airport. 

‘Action’ – noted as received.
	info

	
	Other Matters – For information only
‘The Barns’ off White Horse Close does not have a street name sign and the four properties post is being delivered to White Horse Close residents – Clerk to pursue and put on the January agenda.
Post box repainting on the A5 – item to go on the January agenda and Clerk to pursue.

Village Maintenance – Cllr Coleman to draft a list of the required works and get it to the Clerk asap so she can obtain quotes for the work before the January meeting. Item to go on the January agenda.

Man hole cover missing on the right hand side of Leighton Road - Hockliffe just before the turning to Church End, Hockliffe (if travelling off the A5) – Clerk to report to Highways.

Overgrown Cemetery hedge – Clerk to contact Phil Allen to arrange for it to be cut.
Overgrown verge on the path off White Horse Close – Cllr Shadbolt to contact Nick Carafalo of Amey to have it cut back / weeded.

Other matters criteria – the Clerk reminded the PC that items raised in the other matters section of the agenda are for notifications only and that any items which need an action / resolution must be on the main agenda. All councillors to contact the Clerk by the Tuesday preceding the PC meeting with any items that need to go on the agenda.

	


The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
The next meeting of Hockliffe Parish Council will be held on Monday, 17th January 2010 at 7.30pm in Hockliffe Lower School, Woburn Road, Hockliffe ** NOTE: this is the third Monday and not the normal second Monday**
Sara Crann – Clerk to Hockliffe Parish Council

26 Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 3BL

Tel: 01525 375706  Mobile: 07794 249193  Email: hockliffepc@gmail.com

