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                                                     Hockliffe               Parish 
                                                                         Council


Minutes September 2010
Hockliffe Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 13th September 2010 at 7.30pm at Hockliffe Lower School, Hockliffe 
	2352
	INTRODUCTION OF PROCEEDINGS
Present: Chairman Cllr Shadbolt, Cllrs; Fedrick, Hill, Halsall, Coleman, Briars. In attendance; Sara Crann – Clerk, CB Cllr Nichols and 2 electors.

Apologies For Absence: Cllr Dickens, CB Cllr Costin, PC Viv Dady.
Declaration of Interest: No declarations of interest were expressed.
PUBLIC FORUM 
Allotment request – Marylyn Young informed the PC that 6 residents from within the village have contacted the Residents Association requesting allotments, in addition there had been a further four enquires from outside the village. An Allotments Guide was presented to Cllr Shadbolt.
Action: Cllr Shadbolt to review the information and report at the November meeting.

Action: Marylyn Young to get the residents to write or email the Clerk requesting an allotment.

Action: Cllr Dickens to put an item in the Hockliffe Herald to see if anyone can donate land.

Agendas –Marylyn Young requested the Clerk sent a copy of the agenda to the Head Teacher, and herself.
Action: Clerk to email the agenda to the school for Marylyn Young. 

Action: Cllr Shadbolt to give 2 copies of the agenda to Cllr Briars who does not have email and Cllr Briars will give one to the shop to display in the notice board.
Hockliffe Community Centre Report – Carol Fedrick attended the meeting to discuss agenda item 2342- see notes under minute reference 2342. 
	Action / Reporting
Shadbolt

Young/Clerk

Dickens

Clerk

Shadbolt

	2353
2354

	APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JULY 2010
Motion: The PC to approve the minutes as a true account of proceedings.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

RESIGNATION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR FEDRICK – Cllr Fedrick submitted his resignation to the Clerk on 7th September 2010. The Clerk notified the Monitoring Officer at Central Beds, who have issued a Parish Councillor Vacancy Notice dated 13th September.
At the meeting Cllr Fedrick agreed to stay on the PC until the elections in May 2011.

Action: Clerk to notify CBC of the amendment.
	All
Clerk

	2340
2341

2343

2346

2347

2348
	MATTERS ARISING  For information only

Church Repairs – S106 funds towards church repairs via church being a community facility – The Clerk held a meeting with Rev Jennie Cappleman about the S106 funds and if the church could be used as a community facility, she explained that the church does not have a toilet and the cost of installing a mains toilet was very expensive but she was pursuing the installation of a composting toilet. Permission for this would have to come from St Albans Diocese but was taking some time. A letter of support for the church to be used as a community facility was received from Hockliffe Residents Association.
Action: Clerk to write a letter of support to Rev Cappleman for a composting toilet.

Church yard memorial stability – the Clerk carried out an initial visit of the cemetery and found no monuments to be unstable. A topple test is not required at present.
Recreation Grounds Improvements / maintenance – Contractor J Gordon quoted £12.50 per hour to carry out monthly checks for litter / damage. 
The skate ramp that was raised in the Rospa report was discussed.
Action: Clerk to contact J Gordon to look at the lip that is raised on the skate ramp to give a quote to make safe.
The Clerk sent the contract back to Wren, the Clerk called Wren who informed the PC that they would not have sent a letter of acknowledgement and that the PC can proceed with the MUGA and associated works and that the claim form simply needs to be submitted when works are carried out. 

Action: Cllr Halsall to contact the contactors – Clerk to email the four contactors contact details and the schedule of works when they have been set.

Action: Clerk to notify the football clubs that there will be disruption to the car park as works commence.
Hockliffe Lions Utility Costs – deferred to November meeting.
Street Watch Empowerment – deferred to November meeting.
Welcome Pack to new residents – no further updates reported by Cllr Shadbolt.
Parish Plan Update – no further updates reported. Hockliffe Residents Association currently issued a welcome pack, Cllr Shadbolt to discuss this at their next meeting.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Halsall

Clerk

Shadbolt
Shadbolt

Shadbolt

Dickens

	2355
2355.1

2355.2

2355.3

2355.4
	 HIGHWAY MATTERS
A5 South footpath – over hanging briars blocking the footpath – reported to the Highways Agency in July by the Clerk. Cllr Shadbolt reported to CBC on the 19th August that they belong to private household at 2,   Birches Close and requested they send out a letter to the land owners as the PC do not have the jurisdiction. 
Action: Cllr Shadbolt to do a follow email to CBC.
A5 at the end of Church Lane – cow parsley still remains. – The verges have been cut but strimming needs to be carried out. 
Action; Clerk to report to the Highways Agency
Church Lane – hedges/banks need trimming, issues with pot holes and loose man hole covers – the hedgerow belongs to a farmer and is not an CBC Highways issue but the Highways department have the authority to contact the land owner and request the hedgerows are cut back.

Action: Clerk to contact the Highways Department at CBC with the contact details of Bruce Dashwood at Grounds Farm.
Action: Clerk to report the potholes and loose man hole covers to Highways and provide the report number to Cllr Shadbolt for pursuit.

Goose Green – Highway issues discussed:

Action: Clerk to email the Highways Department with the following Issues:

Goose Green / Leighton Road, Hockliffe - is it possible for a mirror to be erected on Leighton Road opposite Goose Green to allow motorists to exit the road safely? Leighton Road has sharp bends and cars travel at excess speeds making it very difficult for cars to exit Goose Green safely can we also ask that the hedgerow is added to the maintenance schedule for it to be cut in March before the bird nesting season? 
4. Goose Green - pot holes have been reported by residents to the Highways department but the pot holes have still not been filled.

	Shadbolt
Clerk

Clerk

	2356
2356.1

2356.2

2356.3

2356.4
	CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE MATTERS

Central Bedfordshire Councillors Report – Cllr Nichols reported that the £6 million overspend reported in the local press was not the case and it was part of a forwarding plan. £1.6 million budgeted to Sustainable Communities has now been cut to zero. £12 million savings has to be made by CBC. 
The Dunstable Mater Plan is progressing and their will be various presentations which may be of interest to Hockliffe residents. Rushmere Park in Heath & Reach is progressing, although the main park is closed there are footpaths open and work continues to address car parking. Cllr Nichols reported that it was unlikely that he would be serving Hockliffe when the Boundary Committee results are issued on the 20th October.
Grit Bin Initiative – information received from CBC about parish councils being able to purchase grit bins and grit from CBC and be managed by the PC. The bins would cost £180 each and £150 to full the bins. The bins would have a padlock on them which would be managed locally. The PC identified grit bins were required by the Church and at Kilby Road.
Remembrance Sunday Road Closures – information received but not applicable to Hockliffe.
Consultation Draft Empty Homes Strategy – information received and acknowledged by the PC.
Action: Clerk to complete the questionnaire and return to CBC.
	Nichols
Info

Info

Info

Clerk

	2357

2343

2357.1

2357.2

2357.3

2357.4

2357.5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	VILLAGE MATTERS
Hockliffe Community Centre report – The report was distributed to PC members and was discussed by the PC. Carol Fedrick informed the PC of the difficulties about obtaining funds from sporting bodies such as the Football Foundation and that a five year plan from the football club was required showing there possible growth with youth teams etc. Carol explained that they had support from groups wanting to hire the indoor facilities. Cllr Shadbolt asked Carol Fedrick and Barbara Young to draw up a schedule of requirements from the football club and he would speak with them.
Lease – the lease was discussed and the PC confirmed that a lease could not be issued until the full plans are received but the offer of the land is still offered. It was noted by the PC that Hockliffe Parish Council would have to submit the planning application when they have been completed.

Motion: the PC transfer the sum of £3,000 be paid to Hockliffe Village Hall of the £10,000 bench marked funds held by the PC in its reserves to allow the committee to pay for architects and legal fees.

Resolved: the PC supported the motion with the cheque payment to be put on the November agenda.

Motion: the PC to appoint Cllr Dickens to review the legal agreement.

Resolved: the PC supported the motion, Cllr Dickens to report to the PC at the November meeting.
Planning Committee Report - CB/10/03044 –  The Crows Nest, Church End, Hockliffe, LU7 9NH – Erection of single storey side extension with glazed link.

Motion: The PC Planning Committee to review the planning application.

Resolved. The Planning Committee reviewed the application and voted the PC object to the application on the grounds that the proposed extension is out of proportion to the main Crows Nest building and it should be of a smaller construction.

Free battery recycling scheme – information received and acknowledged. 
Speed on A4012 – Hockliffe to Woburn – concerns have been raised by Bedford Estates about the speed of traffic between Hockliffe and Woburn. The agents have written to CBC and the Police requesting that speed monitoring has been carried out. 
Action: the Clerk to write to the CBC and the Police also raising its concerns.

GAPP Report (circulated to Councillors) – a further meeting is due shortly, the Clerk will email the report to all PC members when it is received. 
Land ownership issues Kilby Road – Mistake by Land Registry in 1986 – information was emailed to PC members about an in correct entry at the Land Registry listing that an area of land known as the pony field was registered as owned by the PC when it actually belongs to CBC. Cllr Shadbolt checked the plans and confirmed that this area of Kilby Road was indeed not owned by the PC. CBC are dealing with the Land Registry to ensure the amendment is carried out.

	Shadbolt

Clerk

Dickens

Planning Comm.
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Clerk
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	2358
2358.1
	POLICE MATTERS

Police Report – PC Viv Dady sent apologies for the meeting but emailed the following report:
Burglary dwelling – 1: Overnight 21st/22nd June 2010- Ninelands – patio door forced, laptop and other items stolen. No witnesses, no forensic evidence, no CCTV.

Burglary other building – 6: Early hours of 10th – McDonalds Restaurant – offenders have been identified and investigations are on-going. Electrical and computer items stolen.

15 June – Woburn Road – shed broken into – garden equipment stolen – No CCTV, no witnesses and no forensic evidence. 19/20 June – Watling Street – lock broken off shed – nothing stolen

25/28th June - Watling Street – property under renovation – tools stolen. No CCTV, no witnesses and no forensic evidence. 10/11th July  – Watling Street – business premises. Laptops music system and a drill stolen. NO witnesses – CCTV available. Investigations are on-going. 5th Aug – Watling Street – padlock broken off garage – engine hoist stolen. No CCTV etc.

Vehicle crime – 5: 29th June – Watling Street – spare wheels stolen from 5 vehicles. No CCTV etc

10th Aug – Watling Street – business premises – vehicle broken into steering column damaged. No CCTV etc. 15/16th Aug – The Blackbirds – vehicle door forced – nothing stolen. No CCTV etc. 16th Aug – Manor Avenue – digger stolen – recovered. Offender not identified. 24th Aug – Watling Street – industrial vehicle attacked – windows smashed.

Theft from shops and stalls – 1: 1st June – Rugged and Tough Watling Street – offenders identified – investigations are on-going.

Robbery of business property – 1: 8th June – MCDonalds Restaurant. No offenders identified. 

Other theft: 9th July – Kings Arms mobile home – lawnmower stolen and theft of pedal cycle 

Motion: The PC to accept the police report as a summary of crimes in the village.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion.
Action: Cllr Dickens to put the police crime reports in the Hockliffe Herald. 
	PC Dady

	2359
2359.1

2359.2

2359.3

2359.4

2359.5
	 ADMINISTRATION

Finance Report – The Clerk issued the finance statement to the PC which included the bank reconciliation and spend to date against budget.
Motion: The PC to accept the report as a true account of the Councils financial affairs.

Resolved: The PC supported the motion and the Chairman signed the bank reconciliation.

Hockliffe Parish Council 

Cash Book Summary 2010/11

Expenditure
VAT

 £     436.27 

Parks/OS

 £  2,933.70 

Administration

 £  4,156.41 

Parish Plan

 £           -   

Sec 157

 £      20.00 

Cemetery

 £        3.13 

Misc

 £           -   

TOTAL YTD

 £  7,549.51 

Income

Cemetery

 £           -   

Hockliffe Herald

 £      28.00 

pitch Rental

 £     210.00 

Bank Intrest

 £     120.53 

VAT

 £     222.15 

Precept

 £13,400.00 

Grants

 £           -   

TOTAL YTD

 £13,980.68 

Cheques for payment: 
1003

D Granger

 £     564.72 

1004

S Crann

 £     641.32 

1005

SLCC

 £      82.00 

1006

Central Bedfordshire Council 

 £      25.00 

TOTAL

 £   1313.04

Motion: The PC to approve the cheques for payment against budget.
Resolved: The PC supported the motion and the cheques were signed by two Councillors
Balance of Parish Councils Bank Accounts - Current Account / Savings Account 
As of 1st September – C/A £10,534.77 and S/A £57,675.97 
The Clerk reported that the signing instructions held by the bank stated only 1 authorised signatory to sign cheques, the Clerk has now changed this to two signatories as set down in the councils standing orders.
VAT Rebate – A VAT reclaim payment to the sum of £222.25 has been submitted to the current account.
Acceptance of Audited Accounts
Motion: The PC to accept the annual accounts audited by BDO Stoy Hayward, there were no actions raised from the audit.
Resolved: The PC accepted the audited accounts and noted no further actions required by the PC.


	Clerk
All
Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	2360
	Correspondence Received 
CPRE Bedfordshire Matters Magazine, BRCC Network Magazine, MK Council 
CBC Site Allocations Development Plan – table of changes, Old County Boundary Signs Changes, Sustainable Community Strategy – 2010 to 2031
The PC acknowledged receipt of the correspondence. 
	

	2361
	Other Matters – For information only
Augustus Close sign has been repaired.
	


The meeting closed at 8.55pm

The next meeting of the Council will take place on Monday, 8th November 2010 at Hockliffe Lower School from 7.30pm.
Sara Crann – Clerk to Hockliffe Parish Council

26 Chiltern Gardens, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 3BL

Tel: 01525 375706  Mobile: 07794 249193  Email: hockliffepc@gmail.com

